ojec
A pr t of:



MISHNAS
CHAYIM

MISHNAH ON THE PARSHAH

Parshas Ki Sisa 5769 ❧ 


:+2.12:67+,57((1"
2QHRIWKHPRVWVWLUULQJDQGGUDPDWLFPRPHQWVRI
RXUSUD\HUVWDNHVSODFHRQWKRVHRFFDVLRQVZKHQ
ZHUHFLWHWKH<XG*LPPHO0LGGRVVKHO5DFKDPLP
7KLUWHHQ'LYLQH$WWULEXWHVRI0HUF\ 7KHVHWUDLWV
DUH UHYHDOHG WR 0RVKH 5DEEHLQX LQ WKLV ZHHN¶V
SDUVKDK ³$QG +DVKHP SDVVHG RYHU LQ IURQW RI
KLP DQG +H FDOOHG µ+DVKHP +DVKHP WKH
0HUFLIXODQG*UDFLRXV*G¶´>6KHPRV@ 
7KHSRZHULQKHUHQWLQWKHVHFKDUDFWHULVWLFVFDQQRW
EHRYHUVWDWHG,QIDFWIURPWKHZRUGVRI&KD]DOLW
DSSHDUVWKDWPHQWLRQLQJWKHVH7KLUWHHQ$WWULEXWHV
SURYLGHV DQ DOPRVW DXWRPDWLF JXDUDQWHH WKDW RXU
SUD\HUV ZLOO EH DQVZHUHG $V UHFRUGHG LQ WKH
*HPDUD
³5¶<RFKDQDQVDLG7KH+RO\2QH%OHVVHGLV+H
WDXJKW0RVKHWKLVVSHFLDORUGHURIVXSSOLFDWLRQ+H
WROGKLPµ,ILWVKRXOGHYHUKDSSHQWKDWWKH-HZLVK
SHRSOH VKDOO VLQ WKH\ VKRXOG UHSHDW WKLV RUGHU
OLWHUDOO\ WKH\ VKRXOG µSHUIRUP WKLV SURFHGXUH¶ 
DQG , ZLOO IRUJLYH WKHP¶ 5¶ <HKXGDK VDLG $
FRYHQDQWKDVEHHQIRUJHGUHJDUGLQJWKH7KLUWHHQ
$WWULEXWHV WKDW WKHLU UHFLWDO VKDOO DOZD\V EH
DFFHSWHG OLWHUDOO\ WKDW WKH\ ZLOO QHYHU UHWXUQ
XQDQVZHUHG ´ 5RVK+DVKDQDKE 
+HUHKRZHYHULVZKHUHZHPD\VHHPWRILQG D
GLVFUHSDQF\:HUHFLWHWKLV³IRUPXOD´RQYDULRXV
RFFDVLRQVIDVWGD\VWKHVHOLFKRVVHUYLFHGXULQJWKH
+LJK+ROLGD\VHWF+RZHYHUZHKDYHQRWDOZD\V
EHHQ JUDQWHG ZKDW ZH¶YH DVNHG IRU :KDW
KDSSHQHG WR WKH FRYHQDQW WKDW VHHPHG WR KDYH
JXDUDQWHHGDIXOILOOPHQWRIRXUSUD\HUV"
7KH&KRIHW]&KDLPH[SODLQVZLWKDSDUDEOH

Dedicated in loving memory of Mrs. Miriam Kalmuk

מרים בת מנחם מנדל ע״ה

by Dr. and Mrs. R. Shanik, Lakewood, NJ
Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit
of אידל בת אליהו ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with no
relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of her neshamah.
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$FHUWDLQLQGLYLGXDOLQQHHGRIDOLYHOLKRRGWXUQHG
WRDULFKUHODWLYH7KLVXQFOHRIKLVZDVTXLWHZHOO
WRGR EHLQJ WKH RZQHU RI QXPHURXV IDFWRULHV
0XFK WR WKH JRRG IRUWXQH RI WKH QHSKHZ WKH
PDJQDWHKDGDSRVLWLRQWKDWKDGUHFHQWO\EHFRPH
RSHQ
³,¶PJODG\RXFDPHWRPH´KLVXQFOHWROGKLP³,
QHHGDVXSHUYLVRUDWRQHRIP\SODQWV,W¶VDJRRG
MRE ± FOHDQ UHVSHFWDEOH ZRUN ZLWK D QLFH IDW
VDODU\WRERRW$OO\RXKDYHWRGRLVRYHUVHHWKH
ZRUNHUV DQG HQVXUH WKDW WKH\ PDLQWDLQ SURSHU
OHYHOVRISURGXFWLYLW\,QIDFW,¶OOPDNHLWQLFHDQG
VLPSOHIRU\RX,¶OOZULWHGRZQDGHWDLOHGVFKHGXOH
IRU\RXWRIROORZH[DFWO\ZKHQWRLQVSHFWWKLVSDUW
RI WKH SURGXFWLRQ OLQH DQG ZKHQ WR JR WR D
GLIIHUHQWSDUW6WLFNWRWKHVFKHGXOHDQG\RX¶OOEH
ILQH´
7KH PDQ¶V XQFOH SURFHHGHG WR GR MXVW WKDW DQG
KDQGHGKLPDSDSHUWKDWGHOLQHDWHGWKHH[DFWWLPHV
KHZDVWRFRQGXFWHDFKLQVSHFWLRQ7KH\PDGHXS
WR PHHW DJDLQ DW WKH HQG RI WKH PRQWK DW ZKLFK
SRLQWWKHQHZO\DSSRLQWHGVXSHUYLVRUZRXOGUHSRUW
KLVILQGLQJVWRKLVXQFOH$WWKDWSRLQWKHZRXOG
FROOHFWKLVVDODU\ILIW\JROGSLHFHVIRUWKHPRQWKD
KHIW\VXPLQGHHG
:KHQWKHDSSRLQWHGGD\FDPHWKHVXSHUYLVRUZHQW
HDJHUO\WRVHHKLVXQFOH±HDJHUWRLPSUHVVKLVQHZ
ERVVZLWKKLVSHUIRUPDQFHDQGHYHQPRUHHDJHUWR
FROOHFWKLVSD\
³2ND\WHOOPHKRZWKLQJVZHQW´KLVXQFOHDVNHG
KLP
+LV SURXG QHSKHZ SURFHHGHG WR UHSHDW YHUEDWLP
WKH H[DFW FRQWHQWV RI WKH VFKHGXOH KH KDG EHHQ
JLYHQ³$WQLQHR¶FORFNLQVSHFWWKHZRUNHUVDWWKLV
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merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public. Encompassing
Mishnah, Gemara, and variety of other services, CHEVRAH LOMDEI
MISHNAH primarily assists mourners interested in acquiring the
merit of Torah study for their loved ones.
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site, at ten-o’clock at that site, etc., etc.” He recited
it all by heart, down to the last detail. His uncle
was duly impressed.

This notion is based on the classic concept
described in the Mishnah in Sotah (1:7):

“I see you’ve memorized the whole schedule,” he
told his beaming nephew. “Now, please inform me
how the inspections themselves went.”
Suddenly, his nephew grew flustered. “Ummmm...
what do you mean?” he asked.
“The inspections. What did you observe during the
inspections?” his uncle persisted, beginning to
show signs of agitation.
“Oh, ummm... I didn’t know that... I mean... ”
Realization began to dawn on both faces.
“You imbecile!” the uncle burst out. “I didn’t give
you the schedule just to memorize the instructions!
You think for that I’m paying you such a high
salary? Couldn’t you figure out that you were
supposed to carry out the instructions and simply
use the schedule as your guidelines?!”

“A person is treated (by Heaven) in the same
manner with which he conducts himself.”

And so it is with the Thirteen Attributes, explained
the Chofetz Chaim. The idea is not just to recite
them that is a necessary step, but only a first one.
Their power lies in one’s actual performance of
them that is, Hashem desires that the Jewish
people walk in His ways and emulate His pristine
and compassionate traits. It is when they “perform
this procedure,” and not just “say” it, that their
prayers will certainly be answered (Otzros
Hatorah, Sefer Shemos, pp. 283-5).

.מד ִדי ל
ְ  ָ ,מדד
ֵ ד
ָ ֶ ְ ִמ ָ ה

If a person displays harshness and inflexibility in
his dealings with others, he can expect similar
treatment from the Almighty. His personal failings
may be scrutinized, and he will be dealt with
accordingly. However, if a person adopts the
attributes of Hashem – for instance, to exhibit great
patience and understanding for his fellow man – he
has cause to hope for Divine patience. In this
manner, he may witness the fulfillment of another
dictum of Chazal, which expresses a similar
sentiment: “To whom does Hashem grant
forgiveness (for their shortcomings)? To someone
who overlooks the flaws and misdeeds of others”
(Rosh Hashanah 17a).

Siyum Mishnayos...

CONTROLLING YOUR DESTINY
And so we begin to understand that “the order of
the Thirteen Attributes” is not just some “magical
formula,” whereby enunciating certain words the
supplicant is automatically granted whatever he
wants. Rather, the matter is conducted through
Hashem’s system of perfect justness. When a Jew
emulates Hashem’s traits of compassion, Hashem
will reciprocate and bestow upon him an extra
measure of compassion.
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