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/DVWZHHNZHGLVFXVVHGWKHIDPRXVTXHVWLRQSRVHG
E\WKH%HLV<RVHIFRQFHUQLQJWKHGXUDWLRQRIWKH
<RP 7RY RI &KDQXNDK 7UXH WKH RLO EXUQHG IRU
HLJKW GD\V EXW RQO\ VHYHQ RI WKRVH GD\V VHHP WR
KDYHFRPSULVHGWKHPLUDFOHDVWKHNRKDQLPVWDUWHG
RXWZLWKHQRXJKRLOWRODVWRQHIXOOGD\:K\WKHQ
GRHVWKHIHVWLYDOODVWDIXOOHLJKWGD\VLQVWHDGRIWKH
VHYHQ WKDW FRUUHVSRQG WR WKH PLUDFOH" 7KHUH DUH
QXPHURXVSRVLWHGUHVROXWLRQVWRWKLVLVVXHZKHUHLQ
WKH FRPPHQWDWRUV JR WR JUHDW OHQJWKV WR
GHPRQVWUDWHKRZWKHILUVWGD\ZDVDOVRSDUWRIWKH
PLUDFOH
$QRWKHUDSSURDFK XWLOL]HGE\WKH%¶QHL<LVVRVFKRU 
LV EDVHG RQ WKH ZRUGV RI WKH JUHDW PHGLHYDO
.DEEDOLVW NQRZQ DV WKH 5RNHDFK 7KH 5RNHDFK
FODLPVWKDWWKHIHVWLYDORI&KDQXNDKZDVSDWWHUQHG
DIWHUWKH\RPWRYRI6XNNRVZKLFKODVWVIRUHLJKW
GD\V1RWRQO\GRHVKHEULQJVFULSWXUDODOOXVLRQWR
VXSSRUW WKLV FRQWHQWLRQ EXW KH DOVR SRLQWV WR D
IXQGDPHQWDO UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ 6XNNRV DQG
&KDQXNDK $V ZH NQRZ WKH <HYDQLP *UHHNV 
SURPXOJDWHG YDULRXV GHFUHHV DJDLQVW WKH -HZLVK
SHRSOHLQDQDWWHPSWWRVWLIOHWKHLUSHUIRUPDQFHRI
PLW]YRV 6SHFLILFDOO\ WKH 5RNHDFK DVVHUWV WKH\
WDUJHWHGWKHLQVWLWXWLRQRIWKHVXNNDKDQGRXWODZHG
WKHIXOILOOPHQWRIWKLVSDUWLFXODUPLW]YDK

LV WDLORUHG WR GRYHWDLO WKDW RI 6XNNRV $QG WKH
<HYDQLPLQWKHWKLFNRIWKHLUDQWL7RUDKFDPSDLJQ
RIWKDWWLPHSODFHGDSUHPLXPVSHFLILFDOO\RQWKH
PLW]YDKRIVXNNDK
8QFRYHULQJWKHXQGHUO\LQJLGHDVEHKLQGWKLVFXULRXV
VLWXDWLRQPD\SURYLGHXVZLWKDXQLTXHSHUVSHFWLYH
RQWKHKROLGD\RI&KDQXNDKDVZHOODVWKHEHGURFN
RIZKDWLWPHDQVWREHD-HZ
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7REHJLQWRDUULYHDWWKHIXQGDPHQWDOVLWLVDSURSRV
WRFRQFHQWUDWHRQWKHLQVWLWXWLRQRI&KDQXNDKLWVHOI
7KH IDFW WKDW WKHUH H[LVWV VXFK DQ HODERUDWH
FRPPHPRUDWLRQRIWKLVSDUWLFXODUPLUDFOHLVDSRLQW
ZRUWKQRWLQJLQDQGRILWVHOI
7KH0LVKQDKLQ$YRV  VWDWHV
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³7HQPLUDFOHVZHUHZURXJKWIRURXUDQFHVWRUVLQWKH
%HLV+DPLNGDVK RQO\DVDPSOLQJDUHOLVWHGKHUH 
7KH VDFULILFLDO PHDW QHYHU VSRLOHG D IO\ QHYHU
DSSHDUHG LQ WKH VODXJKWHUKRXVH« WKH\ VWRRG
FRPSUHVVHGEXWERZHGFRPIRUWDEO\ ZKHQVWDQGLQJ
WKHFURZGRISHRSOHZHUHWLJKWO\SDFNHGWRJHWKHU
EXWZKHQLWFDPHWLPHWRSURVWUDWHWKHPVHOYHVWKHUH
ZDVVXGGHQO\SOHQW\RIURRP ´

:LWKWKLVLGHDH[SODLQVWKH%¶QHL<LVVRVFKRUWKH
%HLV <RVHI¶V TXHU\ LV KDQGLO\ UHVROYHG 6LQFH
&KDQXNDKIROORZVWKH6XNNRVPRGHOLWPXVWODVW
IRUHLJKWGD\VUHJDUGOHVVRIWKHPLUDFXORXVTXDOLW\
RUODFNWKHUHRI RIGD\RQH

$OWKRXJKTXLWHPLUDFXORXVQRVSHFLILFKROLGD\VRU
SUDFWLFHVZHUHHVWDEOLVKHGWRFRPPHPRUDWHWKHVH
ZRQGHUV2QO\WKH&KDQXNDKPLUDFOHZDUUDQWHGLWV
RZQFRPPHPRUDWLYHIHVWLYDO:K\GLGWKHPLUDFOH
RIWKH0HQRUDKUHFHLYHVXFKVSHFLDOWUHDWPHQW"

:KDW EHJV FODULILFDWLRQ WKRXJK LV WKH YHU\
UHODWLRQVKLSKLJKOLJKWHGE\WKH5RNHDFK,WVHHPV
WKDW6XNNRVDQG&KDQXNDKDUHLQH[WULFDEO\ERXQG
WRWKHSRLQWZKHUHWKHEDVLFVWUXFWXUHRI&KDQXNDK


%DVHGRQDFRQFHSWFLWHGLQQXPHURXVVHIDULP5¶
<HUXFKHP2OVKLQFODULILHGWKHXQLTXHQDWXUHRIWKH
&KDQXNDK PLUDFOH 0RVW RWKHU PLUDFOHV DUH RI D
W\SH NQRZQ DV ³LVDUXVD G¶O¶HLODK´ WKH\ DUH


Dedicated in memory of Dr. Ronald Shippel

ר׳ ירחמיאל משה בן ר׳ ישראל ע״ה

by the staff of Chevrah Lomdei Mishnah
Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit of
רחל בת מיכאל הכהן ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with no
relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of her neshamah.

MISHNAS CHAYIM is brought to you by CHEVRAH LOMDEI
MISHNAH, a network of Torah scholars dedicated to bringing the
merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public. Encompassing
Mishnah, Gemara, and a variety of other services, CHEVRAH
LOMDEI MISHNAH primarily assists mourners interested in
acquiring the merit of Torah study for their loved ones.
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“summoned from on High.” That is, the people are
in need of a miracle, and Hashem, in His mercy,
sends one to provide their salvation. A classic
example would be the miracle of yetzias Mitzrayim
(the Exodus), wherein the people had no input in
the implementation of the miraculous deliverance,
but Hashem, in His kindness, dispatched a miracle
from His abode.
The miracle of the Menorah was of a different sort
altogether; this was an “isarusa d’lsata,” a miracle
effected from “below.” That is, it came about
through the people’s own efforts. The Chanukah
miracle was unique in that the Jews themselves
brought it about.
The Bach (Orach Chaim 670) mentions this idea.
He explains that it was through the mesiras nefesh –
the intense and life-risking effort invested by the
Jewish people at that time to restore the Temple
service to its pristine state – that they merited and
actually caused the miracle of the Menorah to
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occur. By pushing themselves to the limit for the
sake of Hashem’s service, they effected the
miraculous restoration of this very service through
the kindling of the Menorah.
The singling out of the Menorah miracle by Chazal
points to the fact that the underlying principle of
this miracle is actually fundamental to a Jew’s very
service and existence. As noted by the Bach, this
miracle encapsulates the inherent strength and
obligation of the Jewish people: mesirus nefesh.
Through it, the Jewish people can even cause
miracles; indeed, as R’ Ya’akov Emden states
(introduction to Siddur of Rabbi Ya’akov Emden),
the very fact that the Jewish people continue to
exist is the greatest miracle of all.

BUCKING THE TREND
The Yevanim were well aware that this idea was the
secret to the Jews’ existence. And it was for this
reason that they set their sight on the mitzvah of
sukkah.
Mesiras nefesh is not limited to risking one’s life on
behalf of the greater cause of serving Hashem;
anytime a Jew overcomes his inherent nature in
order to fulfill Hashem’s Will he is performing a
heroic act of mesiras nefesh. To combat the yetzer
hara (evil inclination) on a daily basis certainly
requires one to push himself to the limits. This is
especially so in light of the fact that most of the
world is dedicated to the singular pursuit of their
natural desires and inclinations.
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And this is what the sukkah is all about: mesiras
nefesh. As the Tur (Ibid. 625) describes it, while
most people start curtailing their outdoor activities
to avoid the inclement weather of the season, the
Jewish people head outside to perform a mitzvah.
The Yevanim realized that this mitzvah symbolized
the Jews’ strength to survive as a Torah nation,
which is what they sought to quash.
But they are long gone, and the Torah nation
continues to thrive.
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