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THE KEY TO BECOMING A
TALMID CHOCHOM
THE GRAND PRIZE
One of the best minds and most prestigious talmidei
chachamim of his time was the legendary R’ Eizele
Charif. When it came time to choose a groom for his
daughter, he had quite an impressive array of
outstanding prospects. Almost any Talmud scholar
worth his salt would jump at the opportunity to
become the son-in-law of this Torah giant.
R’ Eizele devised a plan to help him select the most
worthy candidate. He would pose a most intricate
Talmudic question, one which only a scholar of the
highest caliber would be capable of resolving. The
prodigious yeshivah student who supplied the
answer would become the new chosson.
R’ Eizele traveled to the famed yeshivah of
Volozhin and presented his challenge to its august
student body. The talmidim immediately set about
the formidable task of resolving the difficulty, each
one hoping to emerge the “victor.”
After poring over the problem for hours, however,
the talmidim remained stumped. Resigned to the
fact that he would have to return to his daughter
empty-handed, R’ Eizele prepared to leave.
Just as his wagon was about to depart, one of the
yeshivah bochurim suddenly came running up from
behind. “Wait! Wait!” he cried.
Hope rising in his heart that a suitable chosson
might yet be found, R’ Eizele turned to face the
anxious student. “Yes, yes, what is it?” he asked.
“Have you perhaps found the answer to my kasha?”
“No, I’m afraid not,” the young man answered.
“Then why have you hailed me down?” asked R’
Eizele.
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“I realize that I have not succeeded in your
challenge,” the bochur answered, “but please,
before you go... could you tell me the answer? I just
really want to know what the true answer to the
kasha is.”
R’ Eizele was moved. Peering at the boy, he saw in
him an earnest thirst for Torah knowledge. Making
up his mind then and there, R’ Eizele declared: “You
will be the chosson.”
Of course, R’ Eizele’s impromptu choice was no
mere rash decision. Apparently, the great love for
Torah which this bochur possessed was proof for
Rav Eizele that he was looking at a true talmid
chochom.

RECIPROCITY
Such a notion is described by Chazal in a wellknown Mishnah in Avos (4:1):

. ד
ָ מד ִמ ָל
ֵ  ַה,  ֵאיזֶה ָח ָכ,אמר
ֵ זמא
ָ ֶ
“Ben Zoma states: Who is wise? One who learns
from every man.”
Why is the willingness to learn from every person
an automatic guarantee for gaining real wisdom?
Rabbeinu Yonah (ibid.) explains that this
willingness is indicative of the very trait discussed
above: a true love for Torah knowledge. It is a thirst
for Torah that propels one to seek it from wherever
it may be found and from whoever may possess it.
This love of Torah wisdom ensures that a person
will find it.
This formula still needs some clarification,
however. Someone who loves math doesn’t
automatically become a mathematician. By the same
token, even someone who despises the subject can
still ace the exams if he works hard enough. What is
it about Torah that possessing a love for it is a
precondition – and a guarantee – that one will
master it?
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7KLVZHHN¶VSDUVKDKFRQWLQXHVZLWKWKHGHSLFWLRQRI
WKH H[SHULHQFH DW +DU 6LQDL DQG WKH -HZV¶
HQWKXVLDVWLFDFFHSWDQFHRIWKH7RUDK$VWKHJUHDW
0XVVDU PDVWHU 5¶ <HUXFKHP /HYRYLW] H[SODLQV
'D¶DV&KRFKPDK8¶PXVVDUYROVHF WKLV
HSLVRGHFRQWDLQVDIXQGDPHQWDO\HVRG SULQFLSOH 
ZKLFK FDQ KHOS XV XQGHUVWDQG WKH UHODWLRQVKLS
EHWZHHQORYHRI7RUDKDQGPDVWHU\RILWVWHDFKLQJV
7KH6KDFKDULVSUD\HUIRU6KDYXRV <RW]URVIRUQG
GD\  DFWXDOO\ FRQWDLQV D ³KLVWRU\ OHVVRQ´ $
OLWXUJLFDO FRPSRVLWLRQ SRUWUD\V WKH OLWWOHNQRZQ
³KLVWRU\´RIWKHJLYLQJRIWKH7RUDK$SSDUHQWO\WKH
7RUDK KDG RULJLQDOO\ ³VHW LWV H\HV´ RQ $GDP
+D5LVKRQ KRSLQJ WR EH JLYHQ WR KLP $GDP
GLVTXDOLILHGKLPVHOIE\SDUWDNLQJRIWKHIRUELGGHQ
IUXLW 7KH QH[W SRWHQWLDO ³FDQGLGDWH´ ZDV 1RDFK
KRZHYHUWKH7RUDKEHFDPHGLVLQWHUHVWHGIROORZLQJ
WKHHSLVRGHRIWKHYLQH\DUG %HUHLVKLVHQGRIFK 
$YUDKDP<LW]FKRNDQG<D¶DNRYDUHDOVROLVWHGDV
KDYLQJEHHQFRQVLGHUHGEXWIRUYDULRXVUHDVRQVGLG
QRW PHULW EHLQJ JLYHQ WKLV JLIW )LQDOO\ 0RVKH
5DEEHLQXHPHUJHG±DIWHUDFRQVLGHUDEOHVWUXJJOH
ZLWKWKHFHOHVWLDOEHLQJV±DVWKHRQHWKURXJKZKRP
WKH7RUDKZDVJUDQWHGWR.ODO<LVUDHO
$ ZDWHUVKHG UHYHODWLRQ LV FRQWDLQHG ZLWKLQ WKLV
³KLVWRULFDOQDUUDWLYH´7KURXJKWKLVVDFUHGK\PQ
&KD]DO SURYLGH XV ZLWK D ZLQGRZ LQWR WKH WUXH
QDWXUH RI 7RUDK $V 5¶ <HUXFKHP H[SODLQV WKH
7RUDK¶V HVVHQFH JRHV ZHOO EH\RQG PHUH IDFWXDO
LQIRUPDWLRQDQGFHUWDLQDFDGHPLFSURSHUWLHV+DGLW
EHHQMXVWDQRWKHUVXEMHFWRUGLVFLSOLQHWKHQDQ\RQH
ZLWK WKH VNLOOV LQWHOOHFWXDO FDSDFLW\ DQG
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ FRXOG PDVWHU WKLV ³ILHOG´ 7RUDK
KRZHYHULVQRPHUHVXEMHFWUDWKHULWLVDQDFWXDO
HQWLW\LQDQGRILWVHOIIDVKLRQHGE\WKH&UHDWRURI
WKH8QLYHUVHDQGLPEXHGZLWKDQLQILQLWHPHDVXUHRI
'LYLQHVDQFWLW\
$VVXFKWKH7RUDKKDVD³PLQGRILWVRZQ´VRWR
VSHDN %HLQJ LWV RZQ ³ERVV´ WKH 7RUDK LWVHOI
GHWHUPLQHVZKRFDQDWWDLQLWVZLVGRP0DVWHU\RI



WKH7RUDKLVQRWXSWRWKHLQGLYLGXDORQHFDQH[FHO
LQLWVVWXG\RQO\LIWKH7RUDKDOORZV+HQFH$GDP
1RDFK HWF ZHUH XQDEOH WR DFTXLUH WKH 7RUDK ,W
ZDV RQO\ 0RVKH 5DEEHLQX WR ZKRP WKH 7RUDK
DFTXLHVFHGWREHWUDQVPLWWHG
8QGHUVWDQGLQJWKLVIXQGDPHQWDOFRQFHSWLVFUXFLDO
IRU H[FHOOLQJ LQ OHDUQLQJ 6LQFH WKH 7RUDK LWVHOI
XOWLPDWHO\ GHFLGHV ZKR ZLOO ³DFTXLUH´ LW WKH
DVSLULQJWDOPLGFKRFKRPPXVW³FRQYLQFH´WKH7RUDK
LWVHOIWRDOORZKLPWRJUDVSLWVWHDFKLQJVDQGXQORFN
LWVP\VWHULHV$QGLWFKRRVHVWRJLYHLWVHOIRYHURQO\
WRWKRVHZKRSHUVHYHUHLQLWVWRLODQGGHPRQVWUDWH
WKHLU ORYH IRU LW $V WKH YHUVH LQ 0LVKOHL  
VWDWHV³, WKH7RUDK ORYHWKRVHZKRORYHPHDQG
WKRVHZKRVHHNPHRXWVKDOOILQGPH´
1H[W ZHHN ZH ZLOO VHH *G :LOOLQJ D PRVW
LQFUHGLEOH PDQLIHVWDWLRQ RI WKLV LGHD LQ .ODO
<LVUDHO¶VYHQHUDWHGGHFODUDWLRQXWWHUHGDW+DU6LQDL
³:HZLOOGRDQGZHZLOOKHDU´
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