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THE KEY TO BECOMING A 

TALMID CHOCHOM 

THE GRAND PRIZE 

One of the best minds and most prestigious talmidei 

chachamim of his time was the legendary R’ Eizele 

Charif. When it came time to choose a groom for his 

daughter, he had quite an impressive array of 

outstanding prospects. Almost any Talmud scholar 

worth his salt would jump at the opportunity to 

become the son-in-law of this Torah giant. 

R’ Eizele devised a plan to help him select the most 

worthy candidate. He would pose a most intricate 

Talmudic question, one which only a scholar of the 

highest caliber would be capable of resolving. The 

prodigious yeshivah student who supplied the 

answer would become the new chosson.    

R’ Eizele traveled to the famed yeshivah of 

Volozhin and presented his challenge to its august 

student body. The talmidim immediately set about 

the formidable task of resolving the difficulty, each 
one hoping to emerge the “victor.”  

After poring over the problem for hours, however, 

the talmidim remained stumped. Resigned to the 

fact that he would have to return to his daughter 
empty-handed, R’ Eizele prepared to leave. 

Just as his wagon was about to depart, one of the 

yeshivah bochurim suddenly came running up from 

behind. “Wait! Wait!” he cried.  

Hope rising in his heart that a suitable chosson 

might yet be found, R’ Eizele turned to face the 

anxious student. “Yes, yes, what is it?” he asked. 

“Have you perhaps found the answer to my kasha?” 

“No, I’m afraid not,” the young man answered. 

“Then why have you hailed me down?” asked R’ 
Eizele. 

“I realize that I have not succeeded in your 

challenge,” the bochur answered, “but please, 

before you go... could you tell me the answer? I just 

really want to know what the true answer to the 

kasha is.” 

R’ Eizele was moved. Peering at the boy, he saw in 

him an earnest thirst for Torah knowledge. Making 

up his mind then and there, R’ Eizele declared: “You 

will be the chosson.” 

Of course, R’ Eizele’s impromptu choice was no 

mere rash decision. Apparently, the great love for 

Torah which this bochur possessed was proof for 

Rav Eizele that he was looking at a true talmid 

chochom. 

RECIPROCITY 

Such a notion is described by Chazal in a well-

known Mishnah in Avos (4:1): 

 . הַ��מֵד מִָ�ל �דָ�, אֵיזֶה� חָכָ�, ֶ�	 ז�מָא א�מֵר

“Ben Zoma states: Who is wise? One who learns 

from every man.” 

Why is the willingness to learn from every person 

an automatic guarantee for gaining real wisdom? 

Rabbeinu Yonah (ibid.) explains that this 

willingness is indicative of the very trait discussed 

above: a true love for Torah knowledge. It is a thirst 

for Torah that propels one to seek it from wherever 

it may be found and from whoever may possess it. 

This love of Torah wisdom ensures that a person 

will find it.  

This formula still needs some clarification, 

however. Someone who loves math doesn’t 

automatically become a mathematician. By the same 

token, even someone who despises the subject can 

still ace the exams if he works hard enough. What is 

it about Torah that possessing a love for it is a 

precondition – and a guarantee – that one will 

master it? 
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