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7KHUHH[LVWVDGHWDLOHGSURFHGXUHIRUGHWHUPLQLQJ
WKHJXLOWRULQQRFHQFHRIDPDUULHGZRPDQZKRVH
LQGLVFUHWLRQVKDYH DURXVHGVXVSLFLRQ7KH7RUDK
PDQGDWHVWKDWWKHVXVSHFW NQRZQDVDVRWDK PXVW
GULQN D FHUWDLQ FRQFRFWLRQ UHIHUUHG WR DV ³ELWWHU
ZDWHUV´,ILQQRFHQWVKHLVVKRZHUHGZLWKEOHVVLQJ
EXW LI JXLOW\ D KRUULEOH DQG GHJUDGLQJ GHDWK LV
YLVLWHGXSRQKHU %DPLGEDU 
)ROORZLQJ WKH SULQFLSOH RI PLGGDK N¶QHJHG
PLGGDKWKH0LVKQDKLQ6RWDK  GHPRQVWUDWHV
KRZHDFKVWDJHRIWKHSURFHGXUHDQGSXQLVKPHQWLV
SUHFLVHO\ FDOFXODWHG WR UHSD\ KHU ³PHDVXUH IRU
PHDVXUH´
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+DVKHP FDXVHG KHU WR EHFRPH UHSXOVLYH 6KH
FRQGXFWHGKHUVHOILQDSXEOLFO\LPPRGHVWIDVKLRQ
VR+DVKHPEURXJKWFDODPLW\XSRQKHULQIXOOYLHZ
RIWKHSRSXODFH VKHPXVWXQGHUJRKHURUGHDOLQ
WKH7HPSOHDUHQD>%DUWHQXUD@ ´
7KH KDIWDUDK WR WKLV ZHHN¶V SDUVKDK IURP
0HODFKLP,,FK FRQWDLQVDGUDPDWLFQDUUDWLYH
UHODWLQJ WKH HYHQWV VXUURXQGLQJ WKH VLHJH E\ WKH
$UDPHDQQDWLRQ:HVKDOOVHHKRZWKHDERYHLGHD
XQIROGVLQWKLVVWRU\LQDPRVWIDVFLQDWLQJZD\
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$WHUULEOHIDPLQHKDGGHVFHQGHGXSRQWKHEHVLHJHG
,VUDHOLWHV SXQFWXDWHG E\ D WUHPHQGRXV VSLNH LQ
IRRGSULFHVIRUWKHPRVWPHDJHURISURYLVLRQV6R
DFXWHZDVWKHLUVXIIHULQJWKDW.LQJ<HKRUDPVZRUH
WKDW(OLVKDWKHSURSKHWZRXOGEHSXWWRGHDWK7KH
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Rabbi & Mrs. Kalman Fishman, Lakewood, NJ

Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit
of חיים בן משה ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with no
relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah.

NLQJ KHOG KLP UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH VLWXDWLRQ
EHOLHYLQJ WKDW (OLVKD FRXOG KDYH SUHYHQWHG WKH
FDODPLWRXVVLWXDWLRQE\LQWHUYHQLQJWKURXJKSUD\HU
:KHQWKHHQWRXUDJHDUULYHGDW(OLVKD¶VKRXVHWR
FDUU\RXWWKHVHQWHQFHLWVHHPVWKDWWKHNLQJKDGD
FKDQJHRIKHDUW$WWKDWSRLQW(OLVKDSURSKHWLFDOO\
GHFODUHGWKDWWKHIDPLQHZRXOGHQGDQGWKHSULFH
RIHYHQILQHIORXUZRXOGIDOOFRQVLGHUDEO\2QHRI
WKHNLQJ¶VRIILFHUVH[SUHVVHGKLVVNHSWLFLVPRIWKH
IXOILOOPHQWRIWKLVSURSKHF\TXHVWLRQLQJKRZVXFK
DWKLQJFRXOGSRVVLEO\RFFXU(OLVKDLPPHGLDWHO\
UHSOLHGZLWKDVWXQQLQJUHEXNH³%HKROG\RXZLOO
ZLWQHVV LW ZLWK \RXU H\HV EXW ZLOO EH XQDEOH WR
SDUWDNH´ LELGY 
6KRUWO\WKHUHDIWHUDJURXSRIOHSHUVGHFLGHGWR³WU\
WKHLU OXFN´ E\ YLVLWLQJ WKH $UDPHDQ FDPS
5HDVRQLQJ WKDW WKH\ WKHPVHOYHV ZHUH GRRPHG
DQ\ZD\WKH\ILJXUHGWKH\KDGQRWKLQJWRORVH
8SRQDUULYLQJDWWKHFDPSWKH\ZHUHVKRFNHGDW
WKHLU ILQG WKH FDPS KDG EHHQ FRPSOHWHO\
DEDQGRQHG7KH$UDPHDQVKDGDSSDUHQWO\IOHGIRU
VRPHXQNQRZQUHDVRQDQGWKH\KDGOHIWEHKLQGD
FDPSIXOO\VWRFNHGZLWKSURYLVLRQVDQGVSRLOV
7KHOHSHUVUHODWHGWKHQHZVWRWKHNLQJRI<LVUDHO
ZKRGLVSDWFKHGDQLQYHVWLJDWLRQ7KHOHSHUV¶VWRU\
ZDV YHULILHG +DVKHP KDG ZURXJKW D PLUDFOH
FDXVLQJWKH$UDPHDQVWRKHDUWKHVRXQGRIDKXJH
DSSURDFKLQJDUP\ ZKHQLQIDFWWKHUHZDVQRQH 
6FDUHGRXWRIWKHLUZLWVWKH$UDPHDQVKLJKWDLOHGLW
RXWRIWKHUHDQGWKHVLHJHZDVOLIWHG
:KHQ WKH QHZV RI WKLV ZLQGIDOO UHDFKHG WKH
VWDUYLQJSHRSOHRI<LVUDHOWKH\VWRUPHGWKHFDPS
DQG KHOSHG WKHPVHOYHV WR WKH ERXQW\ $V (OLVKD
KDG SURSKHVLHG WKH SULFH RI IRRG GURSSHG
GUDPDWLFDOO\
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The second part of Elisha’s prediction was
fulfilled, as well. The skeptical officer had been
stationed by the gate when the people began their
stampede. He witnessed the incredible turnaround
and the end of the famine – but was trampled to
death in the process.
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The middah k’neged middah aspect of the officer’s
fate is apparent. He did not believe in Elisha’s
prophecy that food would once again become
plentiful; hence, he did not partake.
R’ Zalman Sorotzkin (Oznaim LaTorah, haftarah
to parshas Metzora) wonders, however, why it was
necessary for the doubting officer to be punished
so harshly – with death. Middah k’neged middah,
as we have seen, is measured out very precisely.
He certainly deserved to be deprived of sharing in
the plenty; couldn’t this have been accomplished
in some other way than actually having to lose his
life?
It must be – concludes R’ Zalman – that this
official’s crime went far beyond merely distrusting
the navi. Rather, his initial response expressing
skepticism was actually calculated and sinister.
Recall that the king had originally planned to
execute Elisha. Upon arriving at Elisha’s house, he
had a change of heart. The officer, however, was
not keen on allowing Elisha to live. He therefore
attempted to diffuse the king’s new, contrite spirit
by casting doubt on Elisha’s prophecy.
And so we see the punishment fitting the crimes
with an amazing exactitude. For his lack of belief
in the prophecy of plenty, the officer was indeed
denied the opportunity to share in the blessing.
And for his malicious and murderous design, he
himself was killed.
Perhaps we can complete this middah k’neged
middah picture based on the comments of the
Ralbag. It seems that the king was not taken by
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surprise when his chief officer met his fate. On the
contrary; he helped orchestrate it. The Ralbag
contends that this servant of King Yehoram
actually lost favor in the king’s eyes when he made
his disparaging comments to Elisha. As a result,
King Yehoram purposely assisted in ensuring that
the retribution promised by Elisha would
materialize. He specifically placed his subordinate
in a situation where he would most likely come to
harm. The king reckoned that by stationing his
officer by the “floodgates,” the crowds would
overwhelm him.
And so, like the sotah, every aspect of the
offender’s retribution was meted out with
precision. As R’ Zalman explained, the officer
attempted to enjoin the king to kill Elisha. In the
end, the king “conspired” with Elisha to be rid of
the officer.
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