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PIGS AND PESTILENCE
A true but little known historical fact is that
Mitzrayim (Egypt) set the gold standard for the
pig industry of the ancient world. The Mishnah
in Bechoros (4:4) records the manner in which
the Egyptians would “process” the pigs that they
exported to other countries:
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.ִ) ְ ִביל ֶֹא ֵת ֵלד
“Todos the doctor said: ‘Any cow or pig that
would be exported from Alexandria (of Egypt)
would first have its womb removed. This was
done to prevent it from further reproduction.’”
Rashi there explains that the cows and pigs
raised in Mitzrayim were of such superior
quality that the Egyptians resorted to extreme
measures to protect their monopoly on these
high-grade herbivores. By ensuring that no
Egyptian-issue cow or pig would be born in any
other country, Mitzrayim preserved its name as
the place to go to buy fine swine (and bovine).
Being that Mitzrayim was – for all intents and
purposes – the pig capital of the ancient world,
we should notice something odd in relation to
the plague of dever (pestilence). In announcing
the upcoming plague, Hashem states:
“Behold, the Hand of Hashem is (poised to
strike)... against your herds... the horses, the
donkeys, the camels, the cattle, and the sheep... a
very severe pestilence (shall come upon them),”
(Shemos 9:3).
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Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit
of זלאטא בת אברהם ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with no
relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of her neshamah.

It appears that one significant type of animal is
missing from this list: what happened to the
pigs?

OFF THE HOOK
According to the Chamudei Yitzchok (referenced
in Tallelei Oros, parshas Va’eira), this omission
was quite intentional, as the pigs were actually
spared from this deadly affliction. The reason
they received “special treatment” is based on an
incident recorded in the Gemara (Ta’anis 21a),
which occurred centuries later.
In Talmudic times, there actually was an
outbreak of pestilence among the pig population.
In response, R’ Yehudah decreed a day of
fasting and prayer to ward off the very real
danger of the disease spreading to people. As the
Gemara explains, the intestinal makeup of pigs
shares certain characteristics with that of
humans; as such, people are susceptible to the
internal diseases afflicting pigs. In Mitzrayim as
well, Hashem wished to contain the sickness to
the animals. In order to prevent the disease from
spreading to the people, it was necessary to leave
the pigs untouched by the plague.
One difficulty with this approach, however, is
that it begs an obvious question. Hashem was in
the midst of performing great miracles, which
occurred in relative abundance throughout the
period of the retribution visited upon the
Egyptians and the subsequent redemption from
Mitzrayim. The plague of dever was no
exception, as evidenced, for example, by the fact
that while the Egyptians lost all of their animals,
none of the Jews lost theirs (Shemos 9:6, 7).
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:RXOGLWKDYHEHHQVRGLIILFXOWWRPHUHO\H[WHQG
WKH PLUDFOH VRPHZKDW E\ DIIOLFWLQJ WKH SLJV
ZLWKRXWDIIHFWLQJWKHSHRSOH"
5¶&KDLP.DQLHYVN\ 'HUHFK6LFKDKSDUVKDV
9D¶HLUD  SRLQWV WR D IXQGDPHQWDO SULQFLSOH
UHJDUGLQJ+DVKHP¶VPDQDJHPHQWRIWKHDIIDLUV
RI WKH ZRUOG ZKLFK DSSOLHV LQ RXU FRQWH[W DV
ZHOO *HQHUDOO\ VSHDNLQJ +DVKHP GRHV QRW
SHUIRUP ³XQQHFHVVDU\´ PLUDFOHV +H SUHIHUV
LQVWHDGWRPDQLIHVW+LV:LOOLQ ZKDWDSSHDUVDW
OHDVWWREH DQDWXUDORUGHU:KHQ+HGHHPVLW
DSSURSULDWH+DVKHPFDQDQGZLOOGHYLDWHIURP
WKHQRUPRWKHUZLVH+HFRQWUROVWKHZRUOGLQD
QDWXUDO VHQVH VHH 0LFKWDY 0¶(OL\DKX YRO 
IRUDIXOOHUWUHDWPHQWRIWKHVHPDWWHUV 
,ISLJVZRXOGFRQWUDFWSHVWLOHQFHWKH³ODZVRI
QDWXUH´ ZRXOG GLFWDWH WKDW SHRSOH VKRXOG DOVR
EHFRPH LQIHFWHG ,QVWHDG RI SURYLGLQJ D
PLUDFXORXV LPPXQLW\ WR WKH GLVHDVH +DVKHP
GHWHUPLQHG ± LQ WKLV LQVWDQFH ± WKDW DQ H[WUD
PLUDFOHZDVXQQHFHVVDU\+HWKHUHIRUHDYRLGHGD
IXUWKHU³EUHDFK´RIWKHODZVRIQDWXUHE\PHUHO\
³SDVVLQJ RYHU´ WKH SLJV HQWLUHO\ ZKHQ YLVLWLQJ
WKLVSODJXHRQ(J\SW

12762)$67
/HVWWKH(J\SWLDQSLJVIHHOWRRVPXJKRZHYHU
WKH\ ZHUH VRRQ WR UHFHLYH WKHLU RZQ FRPH
XSSDQFHLQWKHQH[WSODJXHVKHFKLQ ERLOV 
7KH5LVKRQLP 0HGLHYDOFRPPHQWDWRUV UDLVHDQ
LVVXH UHJDUGLQJ WKH SODJXH RI ERLOV 7KH YHUVH
VWDWHV ,ELGY WKDWWKHVKHFKLQDIIHFWHGERWK
PDQDQGEHDVW7KLVDSSHDUVWREHLPSRVVLEOH
KRZHYHUZHUHQ¶WDOORIWKH(J\SWLDQV¶DQLPDOV
GHDG DOUHDG\ KDYLQJ EHHQ NLOOHG RII LQ WKH
SUHYLRXVSODJXHRIGHYHU VHH5DVKLLELG "
%DVHGRQWKHDERYHGLVFXVVLRQKRZHYHUZHFDQ
VXEPLW D SRVVLEOH VROXWLRQ WR WKH 5LVKRQLP¶V
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TXHVWLRQ,QIDFWWKHUHZDVDZKROHSRSXODWLRQ
RIDQLPDOVULSHDQGUHDG\WRVHUYHDVFDQGLGDWHV
IRU WKH SODJXH RI ERLOV QDPHO\ WKH SLJV ZKR
VXUYLYHGWKHSHVWLOHQFHZKROHVDOH
7KH GLVWLQFWLRQ EHWZHHQ SHVWLOHQFH DQG ERLOV
VHHPVTXLWHVHQVLEOHLQOLJKWRIWKHDERYH7KH
SODJXH RI SHVWLOHQFH ZDV LQWHQGHG IRU DQLPDOV
RQO\DQGQRWSHRSOH$VVXFKWKHSLJVGRGJHGD
EXOOHWDVLWZDVQHFHVVDU\WRVSDUHWKHPVRDVWR
SUHYHQW WKH GLVHDVH IURP VSUHDGLQJ WR
KXPDQNLQG 7KH SODJXH RI VKHFKLQ KRZHYHU
ZDVYLVLWHGXSRQERWKDQLPDOVDQGSHRSOH7KLV
WLPH WKHQ WKH SLJV ZHUH QRW HOLJLEOH IRU DQ\
VSHFLDOGLVSHQVDWLRQ
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