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What Has Happened to
Tzara’as Today – Part II
In last week’s issue, a relatively common misconception
concerning the institution of tzara’as was clarified.
Rather than a standard skin ailment that may have been
more prevalent in certain times or locales, tzara’as was
demonstrated to be a wondrous occurrence that could only
“infect” a noble soul.

spiritual quality. As stated, tzara’as is not a mere physical
ailment, but a manifestation of a spiritual condition. It affects
someone who – due to their elevated level – had merited
close association with the Shechinah (Divine Presence).
On account of a particular spiritual deficiency (the sin of
evil gossip, as previously discussed), the Shechinah has
been forced to temporarily withdraw, leaving a “scar” on
the body, clothing or house in the wake of its departure. As
the entire affair is of such an overt, miraculous nature, the
process is restricted to the Chosen and Holy Land.

A Native Phenomenon

Soul Sickness

The Ramban (Vayikra 13:47) picks up this thread, bringing
particular support from tzara’as of the house. Specifically,
the Ramban focuses on the verse in this week’s parshah
that introduces this topic: “When you enter the Land of
Cana’an... I will place the tzara’as afliction in the houses of
the land of your inheritance” (Vayikra 14:34). Apparently,
the contents of this section apply only in the Land of Israel.

Also addressed last week was the issue of tzara’as in the
modern era: Chazal inform us that tzara’as is occasioned
by the perpetration of lashon hara (evil gossip). It would
appear that even today there are those who engage in this
unfortunate practice; why don’t we see them coming down
with tzara’as? (See last week’s issue for the approach
of R’ Isaac Sher.) This question is (also) taken up by the
Chofetz Chaim (Shmiras Halashon, Sha’ar Hazechirah, ch.
5-6), whose following explanation touches on many of the
fundamental aspects of this subject:

This restriction deserves closer examination. Usually, it is
those laws that are agricultural in nature that apply only in
the Land of Israel, as presented by the Mishnah in Kiddushin
(1:9):

Tzara’as of the house is by no means an agricultural
mitzvah; yet its occurrence is restricted to the Land of
Israel. The Ramban contends that there is another factor
that makes it endemic to this specific location: its uniquely

Echoing the aforementioned theme of the Ramban, the
Rambam (Yad Hachazakah, Hilchos Tumas Tzara’as,
16:10) likewise refers to tzara’as as “a wondrous sign,”
which devolves on the deserving individual with a clear
and instructive purpose: to help guide him on the path of
repentance from his temporary and unfortunate foray into
the realm of evil gossip. Hence, the condition appears first in
his house. Should he fail to heed its message, it will then hit
closer to “home,” showing up on his chairs and furniture. If
he needs still further prodding, it will encroach even further,
this time surfacing upon his clothing. And if he proves to
be a stubbornly “slow learner,” having neglected until this
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“Any mitzvah that is dependent upon the ground (i.e., has
an agricultural component) is applicable only in the Land
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The Problem with Seaweed
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topic, a point to consider would be the various forms of
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sea vegetation
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to as kelp or seaweed).
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