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Give and Take
Let’s face it; many of us have a hard time giving.
When the Volozhin Yeshivah hit upon hard times
(having incurred massive debts), R’ Chaim
Soloveitchik was dispatched to Minsk for an
emergency fundraising campaign. He stayed at the
home of Reb Baruch Zlotowitz, a local resident who
aided the Volozhin Yeshivah. Reb Baruch undertook
the gargantuan task of raising the necessary sum,
enabling R’ Chaim to remain immersed in Torah
study.
After a few days, R’ Chaim inquired how the
fundraising was proceeding. “Baruch Hashem,”
R’ Baruch told him, “so far, half of the amount has
been collected.” R’ Chaim returned to his learning.
About a month later, R’ Chaim checked up on the
situation. This time, R’ Baruch informed him that
the goal had been reached: the full amount was
obtained. Gratified, R’ Chaim returned to Volozhin
and settled its debts.
Some time later, R’ Baruch had occasion to visit
Volozhin itself. It was then that R’ Chaim learned
the truth: the entire sum had come straight out of
R’ Baruch’s own pocket.
“Tell me something,” R’ Chaim said to R’ Baruch.
“If you were supplying the entire amount from your
personal fortune, why didn’t you simply present the
money right away? Why did you keep me waiting
in Minsk for over a month?”

my money. It took me a few days just to be able to
relinquish half the sum. I then had to battle with
my yetzer hara (evil inclination) for the better part
of a month in order to hand over the other half!”
(Oznaim L’Torah, Shemos 25:2).
In truth, R’ Baruch is a few steps ahead of many of us.
He, at least, was honest with himself about where he was
holding, and he invested time and effort to rectify the
situation!
Why do many find it difficult to give, or to give with a
full heart? It appears that a certain misconception may
be responsible for this. A vital lesson emerging from this
week’s parshah may help to clear away the mistaken
notions.

G-d’s Treasurers
One of the “going” questions on the parshah concerns
a linguistic matter. The parshah begins with a call to
B’nei Yisrael to donate the precious metals and materials
necessary for the construction of the Mishkan (Tabernacle).
The verse (Shemos 25:2) states: ַּד ֵּבר ֶאל ְּבנֵי יִ ְׂש ָר ֵאל וְ יִ ְקחּו ִלי
רּומה
ָ ּת,
ְ which (roughly) translates into an exhortation to
the Jews to supply a gift (of gold, silver, scarlet thread,
etc., as delineated later in v. 3-7). Technically speaking,
though, it almost appears as if the wrong word was used.
The term employed by the passuk –  – וְ יִ ְקחּוliterally
means “they shall take.” Wouldn’t it have been a lot more
appropriate to use the term “( וְ יִ ְּתנּוthey shall give a gift”)
instead?
The Tzror Hamor clarifies the issue by introducing a
Mishnah in Avos (3:7), which states:

R’ Baruch’s response was candid and edifying:
“The truth was, it was hard for me to part with

.ַאּתה וְ ֶׁש ָּלְך ֶׁשּלֹו
ָ  ֶׁש, ֶּתן לֹו ִמ ֶּׁשּלֹו,אֹומר
ֵ ּתֹותא
ָ ַר ִּבי ֶא ְל ָעזָר ִאיׁש ַּב ְר
.ָתּנּו ָלְך
ַ ָדָך נ
ְ ּומּי
ִ אֹומר ִּכי ִמ ְּמָך ַהּכֹל
ֵ וְ ֵכן ְּב ָדוִ ד הּוא

נדפס לזכות ר' אברהם יצחק נ"י בן פיגא ריזא ע"ה
ברכה והצלחה ברוחניות ובגשמיות

Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit of
שיינא אסתר בת נחום לייב ע"ה, a fellow Jew who passed away with
no relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of her neshamah.

MISHNAS CHAYIM is brought to you by CHEVRAH LOMDEI MISHNAH, a network of Torah scholars dedicated to bringing
the merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public. Encompassing Mishnah, Gemara, and a variety of other services,
CHEVRAH LOMDEI MISHNAH primarily assists mourners interested in acquiring the merit of Torah study for their loved ones.
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