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Parshas Tetzaveh 5771

The Mathematics and
Mechanics of the Me’il
A particularly unique feature of the Me’il (one of the
priestly garments worn by the High Priest, usually rendered
as “robe”) was its spectacular bottom. The Torah in this
week’s parshah tells us that the hem of this garment was
festooned with an arrangement of interesting ornaments:

ּופ ֲעמֹנֵי
ַ ׁשּוליו ָס ִביב
ָ תֹול ַעת ָׁשנִ י ַעל
ַ ְָמן ו
ָ ַארּג
ְ ְ ִרּמֹנֵי ְּת ֵכ ֶלת ו...ית
ָ וְ ָע ִׂש
.תֹוכם ָס ִביב
ָ ָהב ְּב
ָז
“And you shall fashion... pomegranates of blue, purple,
and scarlet thread on its bottom, all around; and golden
bells in their midst, all around” (Shemos 28:33).
The operative word here is תֹוכם
ָ ( ְּבin their midst). Were the
bells supposed to be arranged among the pomegranates,
in simple, alternating fashion, or were the bells supposed
to reside literally within their fruit-shaped associates?
The issue is the subject of a dispute between Rashi and
the Ramban, with Rashi understanding that the bells were
to alternate between the pomegranates (i.e., one bell in
between every two pomegranates), while the Ramban
contends that the bells were to be placed inside of the
pomegranates.

A Targum Teaser
An issue that arises is that this seems to be the subject of
a dispute involving the Targum Onkelos – and himself.
As we know, the sections concerning the Mishkan
(Tabernacle) and the bigdei kehunah (priestly garments)
are recorded in the Torah in two “installments,” so to speak.
The directives are the subject of the parshiyos of Terumah
and Tetzaveh, while the actual production of these items
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is listed in Vayakhel and Pekudei. When translating the
Me’il section in parshas Tetzaveh, the Targum renders the
aforementioned term תֹוכם
ָ  ְּבas  – ֵּבינֵיהֹוןbetween them.
This appears to concur with Rashi’s approach that the
bells were laid out between the pomegranates. However,
in parshas Pekudei, when the passuk speaks of the actual
fashioning of the Me’il, the Targum employs a different
word: ּבגֹו,
ְ which means “within.” This rendering seems to
follow the Ramban’s opinion that the bells were contained
inside the pomegranates. The apparent contradiction begs
for resolution, obviously: Why did the Targum follow
Rashi’s explanation by the instructions to make the Me’il,
but chose the Ramban’s approach when the directives
were carried out?
The plot only thickens if we turn to another classic
Aramaic commentary – the Targum Yonasan. In parshas
Tetzaveh, he provides a tally of the bells employed in the
Me’il: seventy-one in total. But in parshas Pekudei, the
total given in the Targum Yonasan comes out to seventytwo! Seemingly, something just doesn’t add up.
As periodically occurs in the course of Torah analysis,
one query serves to answer the other. Such is the case
here, as well, as we shall soon see.

Better Left Forgotten
The Bad Kodesh (parshas Tetzaveh) reminds us of a
principle that can prove quite helpful in clarifying our
issues. The principle emerges from a halachah mentioned
in a Mishnah in Rosh Hashanah (3:2):

.ּׁשֹופרֹות ְּכ ֵׁש ִרין חּוץ ִמ ֶּׁשל ָּפ ָרה
ָ ָּכל ַה
“All shofars are kosher (i.e., the horn of any animal can
be used to fulfill the mitzvah of blowing shofar on Rosh
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
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Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
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stars).
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Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
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Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
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