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The Blessing of a
Commoner
While there is no question that exposing small children to
the stories of the Chumash is an essential and wonderful
thing, there is one potential pitfall: A young student who
learns about a particular episode in, say, the second grade,
will often remain with a second-grade-level understanding
of the material for the rest of his life. For this reason, R’
Avigdor Miller, zt”l, would often stress the need even for
adults to devote careful attention and scrutiny to these
events in order to “upgrade” one’s understanding and bring
it on par with the true depth of these sacred ideas.

Incognito
One such example, perhaps, could be found in the familiar
narrative of this week’s parshah, which recounts the
visitation of the three travelers to the tent of Avraham. The
“guests” are really angels who announce the upcoming birth
of a son to the childless nonagenarian couple. However,
Avraham and his wife Sarah had different internal reactions
to the happy and miraculous news. While Avraham was
overcome with joy, Sarah remained skeptical over the
prospect of an elderly couple well past their childbearing
years being graced with a new arrival. Sarah is taken to task
for her cynicism: “Is there anything that is impossible for
Hashem?” the Creator declares (cf. Bereishis 17:17 [with
Rashi s.v. Vayipol], 18:12-15).
The very fact that Sarah was held accountable for her initial
doubts is a point worth examining. Implicit in any instance
wherein a Biblical figure of immense spiritual stature receives
rebuke is the understanding that the “infraction” involved
occurs on a plane of a different sort, not to be compared
to the petty mistakes commonly perpetrated by the general
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populace. But even on a most basic level – asks R’ Chatzkel
Levenstein (Ohr Yechezkel - Emunah, pp. 14-16) – any
impeachment of Sarah’s attitude under these circumstances
certainly seems unwarranted. After all, it is quite likely that
only Avraham was privy to the celestial identity of these
visitors; to Sarah, they appeared to be non-descript Arabian
wayfarers (cf. Ramban 18:15). While graciously extending
hospitality to these travelers, in Sarah’s mind, they were
mere garden-variety strangers. She had no idea of their
inherent prophetic powers; why was she expected to believe
what must have seemed to her as some well-meaning but
slightly outlandish pronouncement about having a child?
In clarifying the issue, R’ Chatzkel shares a fundamental
lesson in emunah (faith), which he perceives as emerging
from this enigmatic episode.

No Worries
In truth, the extent to which one is enjoined to place his
trust in the Almighty may go beyond what many realize.
This is apparent from the following Talmudic statement
surrounding the Mishnah in Sotah (9:12). In describing the
spiritual decline of the world in the wake of the Destruction
of the Temple, the Mishnah states:
ָמר
ַ יעה ה' ִּכי ג
ָ הֹוׁש
ִ ֶא ַמר
ֱ  ֶׁשּנ, ָפ ְסקּו ַאנְ ֵׁשי ֲא ָמנָה...ִמ ֶּׁש ָח ַרב ֵּבית ַה ִּמ ְק ָּדׁש
.)ָאדם
ָ (ּכי ַפּסּו ֱאמּונִ ים ִמ ְּבנֵי
ִ ָח ִסיד
“From the time the Temple was destroyed... (true) men of
faith ceased to exist, as the verse states (Tehillim 12:2),
‘Grant salvation, O Hashem, for pious ones are no longer;
believers have disappeared from humanity.’”
The Mishnah may appear somewhat difficult, as there do
still seem to be many people around who are dedicated
in their faith in Hashem. However, from the Gemara’s
description of what constitutes a “true believer,” it becomes
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
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Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
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stars).
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Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
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Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
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ּ ָ ישי ֵאין
ִ ׁ  ָ ּב ְר ִב ִיעי ו ַּב ֲח ִמ,ישי יֶ ׁש בּ וֹ ֻט ְמ ָאה
ִ ׁ ִַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשל
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