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Parshas Vayikra 5771
Leadership and The Untold
Saga of R’ Yosef ibn Avisur
Among the many sacrifices enumerated in this week’s
parshah, we find the sin-offering of the Nasi (tribal leader).
The Torah delineates the particulars of the offering he brings
in the event he has committed a sin (Vayikra 4:22-26).
This section begins with a curious phrase: ֶח ָטא
ֱ ָׂשיא י
ִ א ֶׁשר נ,
ֲ
which loosely translated means, “If a nasi has sinned.” To be
precise,  ֲא ֶׁשרusually means “which” – a term that does not
seem to fit well here. Rashi therefore understands the verse
as alluding to a deeper message.  ֲא ֶׁשרis to be understood as
the similar term ( ַֽא ְֽׁש ֵריfortunate). The verse thus conveys the
following meaning: “Fortunate is the generation whose nasi
(leader) is able to recognize, regret and correct his mistake.”
A leader who behaves in this manner is truly heroic.
An incident occurred many generations ago in which this
dictum was fulfilled in a most dramatic way. This singular
event took place at a critical juncture; had it been handled
differently, the very course of Jewish history might have been
altered. Due to its relevance to the aforementioned message
of the parshah and the fact that it has remained somewhat
“under-reported” until now, we present here the account of
this monumental occurrence (based on The Rishonim [R’
Hersh Goldwurm, Mesorah Publications], pp. 54-56).

A Question of Succession
Many may be familiar with the incident of the “Four
Captives,” the four rabbinic figures who were captured by
pirates and redeemed at various locations. This event is

נדפס לזכות רפו"ש של
יוסף בן גיטל עמו"ש
בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

generally seen as the catalyst that launched the transference
of Torah supremacy from the Geonic centers of Babylon to
the Middle-Eastern communities, as the latter received a
tremendous infusion of spiritual growth due to the arrival of
these “Four Captives” in their midst. One of these towering
figures was R’ Moshe ben Chanoch, who settled in Cordova,
Spain (circa 1000). Through his leadership, the groundwork
was laid for what would become for Jewry the “Golden Age
of Spain.”
R’ Moshe had two disciples renowned for their erudition: R’
Yosef ibn Avisur and R’ Chanoch – R’ Moshe’s son. Upon
R’ Moshe’s death, his son, R’ Chanoch, filled his position as
Rav of Cordova.
It was some time later that a tremendous controversy ensued.
R’ Yosef – who felt himself more suitable for the position –
attracted a substantial following. Soon, two camps emerged,
each vying for supremacy. One faction favored a transfer
of authority to R’ Yosef, while the other vociferously
defended the honor of R’ Chanoch, the established rav. As
the relatively nascent community seemed threatened with
complete disintegration, R’ Chanoch took a drastic step to
quell the strife: he placed R’ Yosef into excommunication.
Effectively distanced from the community, R’ Yosef
went abroad, seeking to gain some support from rabbinic
authorities of other lands.
While this measure achieved a semblance of calm, the peace
was not long-lasting. R’ Yosef had attracted some powerful
followers, and one of his adherents was suddenly elevated
to the most powerful lay position in the land. An influential
silk manufacturer named Ya’akov ibn Go was promoted by
the caliph to become the head of the Jewish community. He
wasted no time using his new found authority to engineer
the triumph of his preferred candidate.
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לזכר ולעלוי נשמת
שבע קלה בת שמעון ע"ה
Mrs. Celia Lambert
by Elaine, Judy & Boaz, Debbie, Shimon Dovid & Blima Hadassah

Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit of
דוד בן אברהם ע"ה, a fellow Jew who passed away with no relatives
to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah.

MISHNAS CHAYIM is brought to you by CHEVRAH LOMDEI MISHNAH, a network of Torah scholars dedicated to bringing
the merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public. Encompassing Mishnah, Gemara, and a variety of other services,
CHEVRAH LOMDEI MISHNAH primarily assists mourners interested in acquiring the merit of Torah study for their loved ones.
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The Problem with Seaweed

;WaV\Oa1VOgW[
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topic, a point to consider would be the various forms of
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