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Your Faithful Companions
-- and How to Produce
Them
ַאר ָצה ֵׂש ִעיר ְׂש ֵדה
ְ ָאחיו
ִ ָאכים ְל ָפנָיו ֶאל ֵע ָׂשו
ִ וַּיִ ְׁש ַלח ַי ֲעקֹב ַמ ְל
.ֱאדֹום
“And Ya’akov sent malachim before him to Esav, his
brother, to the land of Se’ir” (Bereishis 32:4).
Such is the familiar passage that begins the episode of
Ya’akov’s encounter with his (potentially dangerous)
brother in this week’s parshah. The Torah informs us of
the initial measures taken by Ya’akov to prepare for this
potentially deadly meeting.
There is a question regarding the identity of these
malachim of which the verse speaks. In its most literal
sense, the term translates to “messengers,” which indeed
is the way it is rendered by Targum Onkelos. Rashi,
however, seems to favor the other connotation of the
word: namely, angels. We hope to clarify the exact nature
of these Heavenly emissaries in the course of this article.
First, however, let us focus on a simple detail of the
text, which appears to contain a superfluous word. “And
Ya’akov sent angels before him to Esav” could have
been more simply stated as “And Ya’akov sent angels to
Esav.” What is the intent of the extra word l’fanav (before
him)?
As we shall soon see, this simple word actually reflects
great depth and wisdom. In fact, it gives us a window
into a sacred and mystical world, normally hidden from
view...

לזכר ולעילוי נשמת
הרה"ג ר' יעקב משה ב"ר ניסן שלמה זצ"ל

Actions and Consequences
One of the most fundamental Torah principles is the notion
of reward and punishment. A manifestation of this idea is
found in the Mishnah in Avos (4:11), which states:
 קֹונֶה לֹו ְפ ַר ְק ִליט,ַאחת
ַ עֹוׂשה ִמ ְצוָה
ֶ  ָה,אֹומר
ֵ יעזֶר ֶּבן ַי ֲעקֹב
ֶ ַר ִּבי ֱא ִל
. קֹונֶה לֹו ַק ֵּטיגֹור ֶא ָחד,ַאחת
ַ ֲב ָרה
ֵ עֹובר ע
ֵ  וְ ָה.ֶא ָחד
“R’ Eliezer ben Ya’akov says: When one performs a
mitzvah, he acquires a Heavenly advocate on his behalf.
When one commits a transgression, he acquires an accuser
for himself.”
The Mishnah reveals that the reward reserved for one’s
deeds is not merely some amorphous account in a ledger.
Through the performance of mitzvos, one creates actual
beings who will advocate for his benefit and recompense;
likewise, his misdeeds will lobby for retribution.
In a starkly vivid depiction, the Chafetz Chaim, quoting
the Vilna Gaon, portrays the Heavenly scenario wherein
these celestial creatures play out their roles:
“When a person passes away and his soul begins
to ascend Heavenward, he beholds the likeness of
a scale, which will be used to weigh his deeds (i.e.,
to facilitate a determination of whether the merits
outweigh the sins, or -- G-d forbid -- the reverse).
At that moment, he hears a Heavenly Voice, which
summons all of the good deeds he performed during
his entire life. This announcement reverberates
throughout all of the worlds to which the root
of his soul extends. In response to the call, all of
the celestial advocates that were created from his
mitzvos immediately assemble, taking their places
on the right side of the scale.
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
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Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
t$PNQMFUJPOPGFOUJSF
stars).
Shishah Sedarim
Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
t$PNQMFUJPOPG
Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
susceptibleMishnah
to defilement
were created:
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ּ ָ ישי ֵאין
ִ ׁ  ָ ּב ְר ִב ִיעי ו ַּב ֲח ִמ,ישי יֶ ׁש בּ וֹ ֻט ְמ ָאה
ִ ׁ ִַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשל
. ָט ֵמא,ׁ ֶש ִּנ ְב ָרא ְ ּביוֹ ם ַה ּׁ ִש ּׁ ִשי
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