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Retroactive Danger
One of the central events of the Exodus saga concerns
the plague of the first-born, wherein Hashem slayed the
Egyptian first-born while sparing those of the Jewish
people. The magnitude of this episode is evidenced
by the fact that it is reflected in the very name of the
holiday and its chief sacrifice; as the Mishnah states
(Pesachim 10:5):
.בֹותינּו ְב ִמ ְצ ָריִ ם
ֵ  ַעל ׁשּום ֶׁש ָּפ ַסח ַה ָּמקֹום ַעל ָּב ֵּתי ֲא,ֶּפ ַסח
“The Pesach (sacrifice is brought) on account of the
fact that the Omnipresent One ‘passed over’ ()ּפ ַסח
ָ
the houses of our forefathers in Egypt (during the final
plague).”
Through this monumental event, the first-born Israelites
became consecrated to Hashem, Who “earned” them
when He passed them over. As the verse in this week’s
parshah relates (Bamidbar 3:13): “For to Me belongs
every first-born; in the day that I smote every first-born
(Egyptian)... I have sanctified to Me every first-born
amongst Yisrael.” Institutions such as the obligation
upon a father to redeem his first-born son are outgrowths
of this idea.
The recurring theme seems to be that because of this
gracious act that the first-born of Yisrael were “skipped
over” and “saved,” they have become the special
“possessions” of the G-d Who spared them. Yet, when
we take a step back, there seems something puzzling
about this whole notion. Considering them “spared”
implies that they had been subject to imminent peril, as
if the expectation was that the Jews were to be included
לזכר נשמת ציפא רבקה בת ברוך ע"ה

in the plague. Were that to be the case, the immense and
eternal debt of gratitude owed to their Savior would
surely be appropriate; but why, indeed, is that the case?
From where does this assumption – that the first-born
Israelites were inherently subject to the decree of that
night – arise?
The Chasam Sofer (Toras Moshe, parshas Bamidbar)
provides a most edifying explanation; to appreciate
his words, though, it may be necessary to first revisit
certain fundamental ideas.

How the Universe Works
In a previous edition of Mishnas Chayim (Acharei Mos
5768), we discussed the basic “system” through which
Hashem conducts His world (based on the writings of
the classical commentators, such as the Abarbanel). In
its most basic sense, the “method” known as “teva”
(usually loosely rendered as “nature”) comprises a
system in which spiritual emanations originating from
on High filter down through a network of celestial
entities (both angelic and astronomic), eventually
impacted the world’s creatures and events. This system
– along with everything in the universe – was created
by Hashem and functions under His sole control.
Although the particulars of this orchestration of world
events are esoteric and beyond our comprehension,
for our purposes, we focus now on the fact that (in
some sense) the constellations (“mazalos”) form a
significant part of this arrangement. In general, there is
some association between the stars and their celestial
angelic counterparts. Based on certain factors (such
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
t.JTIOBIBOE(FNBSB
TUVEZTFSWJDFT
Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
t$PNQMFUJPOPGFOUJSF
stars).
Shishah Sedarim
Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
t$PNQMFUJPOPG
Day
#6: Animals and man.
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ּ ָ ישי ֵאין
ִ ׁ  ָ ּב ְר ִב ִיעי ו ַּב ֲח ִמ,ישי יֶ ׁש בּ וֹ ֻט ְמ ָאה
ִ ׁ ִַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשל
. ָט ֵמא,ׁ ֶש ִּנ ְב ָרא ְ ּביוֹ ם ַה ּׁ ִש ּׁ ִשי
“From things created on day one, there are those
that are susceptible to tumah. Nothing created on day
as time, locale, nationality, etc.) a given constellation/
two is susceptible to tumah. There are items created on
angelic combination may be dominant. (The ancients
day three with tumah-susceptibility. Days four and five
were quite aware of this system, but were led astray,
contain no tumah-susceptible items... but creations of
attributing power to the mazalos themselves, and
day six are tumah-susceptible.”
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