Side 1

Weekly
Mishnah
on
the Parshah

Parshas Korach 5771

Spotlight on Some
Celebrated Sticks
There is a well-known Mishnah in Pirkei Avos that provides
a most interesting list of unique items, which were brought
into existence at the beginning of Creation in their own
unique time-slot. The Mishnah states (Avos 5:6):
,ָארץ
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ִ
,מׁשה
ֶ בּורתֹו ֶׁשל
ָ וק
ְ ,יקין
ִ  ַאף ַה ַּמ ִּז,אֹומ ִרים
ְ  וְ יֵׁש. וְ ַהּלּוחֹות,וְ ַה ִּמ ְכ ָּתב
.ָאבינּו
ִ ַאב ָר ָהם
ְ וְ ֵאילֹו ֶׁשל
“Ten things were created on the eve of Sabbath during the
twilight period (i.e., right before the onset of the Sabbath),
and they are: The mouth of the ground, the mouth of the
well, the mouth of the donkey, the rainbow, the manna, the
staff, the Shamir, the writing, the writing implement, and
the tablets. Some also include the demons, Moshe’s grave,
and the ram sacrificed by our forefather Avraham (in place
of his son, Yitzchak).”
Curiously enough, a number of these items appear throughout
Sefer Bamidbar and relate to events that occurred during the
Jews’ sojourn in the wilderness. As we encounter the relevant
parshiyos at this time, we are afforded the opportunity to
examine more closely some of these fascinating entities.

A Long and Illustrious Career
The “staff” listed in the Mishnah was no ordinary implement.
In fact, our Sages relate that it possessed quite an extensive
history, recounted in the following Midrashic passage:
“R’ Levi says: The staff that was created at twilight (during
the first week of Creation) was originally presented to Adam
Harishon in Gan Eden. Adam then transferred it to Chanoch
(his righteous descendent); Chanoch (subsequently)
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transferred it to No’ach; No’ach transferred it to (his son)
Shem; Shem transferred it to Avraham; Avraham transferred
it to Yitzchak; Yitzchak transferred it to Ya’akov; and
Ya’akov transported it with him in his descent to Egypt,
where he transferred it to his son, Yosef. Upon Yosef’s death,
his quarters were ransacked (by the Egyptians), and the staff
(together with the rest of Yosef’s possessions) made its way
to Pharaoh’s palace. Yisro, who (at the time) served as one of
Egypt’s magicians, saw the staff and the signs contained on
it, and secretly coveted it for himself. (Eventually,) he took
it, brought it to his home and planted it in his garden. Once it
was implanted, no one was able to approach it (or even touch
it). However, when Moshe arrived at his house, he entered
Yisro’s garden, saw the staff, read the signs inscribed on it,
stretched forth his hand and took it. When Yisro beheld this
event, he remarked: ‘This is the future redeemer, who will
deliver Yisrael from Egypt.’ He subsequently gave Moshe
his daughter, Tziporah, for a wife” (Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer,
ch. 40).
(The Ritva [commentary to Passover Haggadah] appears
to have a somewhat different version of the staff’s history.
He contends that the staff descended from Heaven and was
given to Moshe directly by Hashem Himself. This notion is
borne out by the verse [Shemos 4:17], wherein Hashem tells
Moshe: “And you shall take [ ַּמ ֶּטה ַהּזֶהthis staff] in your
hand.” As the Ritva explains, such language is used when
the speaker is grasping an object in his hand that he is in
the process of transferring to the listener. In any event, it
would seem that the Ritva understands that the staff was
created during the Six Days of Creation and then retained by
Hashem until the moment that Moshe stood on Mt. Horeb,
at which point it was handed over to perform the wonders
in Egypt.)
Aside from its impressive history, the staff also distinguished
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
t.JTIOBIBOE(FNBSB
TUVEZTFSWJDFT
Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
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stars).
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#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
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#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
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This could also be the reason why specifically the staff of
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The Korach Connection

Our discussion until this point has reflected the prevailing
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