Side 1

Weekly
Mishnah
on
the Parshah

Parshas Balak 5772

Earned Reputation
Was Bilam Really So Bad?
Chazal leave no doubt as to their sentiments toward the
seminal figure of this week’s parshah: the prophet Bilam.
Not only do they accord him the appellation “Bilam Harasha
(Bilam the Wicked),” but they have choice things to say
about those who follow in his path. As the Mishnah in Avos
states (5:19):
ידיו ֶׁשל ִּב ְל ָעם
ָ  ִמ ַּת ְל ִמ,ֶפׁש ְר ָח ָבה
ֶ  ְונ,בֹוהה
ָ רּוח ְּג
ַ  ְו,ַע ִין ָר ָעה
יֹור ִדין
ְ ֵיה ָּנם ְו
ִ יֹור ִׁשין ּג
ְ ידיו ֶׁשל ִּב ְל ָעם ָה ָר ָׁשע
ָ  ַּת ְל ִמ...ָה ָר ָׁשע
,ידם ִל ְב ֵאר ַׁש ַחת
ֵ ּתֹור
ִ
ֹלקים
ִ א
ֱ ֶא ַמר ְו ַא ָּתה
ֱ  ֶׁשּנ,ִל ְב ֵאר ַׁש ַחת
...יהם
ֶ ֶחצּו ְי ֵמ
ֱ ּומ ְר ָמה ֹלא י
ִ ַא ְנ ֵׁשי ָד ִמים
“Those who possess an evil eye, are haughty of spirit and
have expansive desires are considered ‘disciples’ of Bilam
Harashah... The disciples of Bilam Harashah inherit a
portion in Gehinom and descend to the nethermost depths,
as is stated (Tehillim 55:24): ‘And You, O G-d, shall bring
them down to the nethermost pit; they are men of blood and
trickery and will not live out half of their days...’”
Not the most flattering description.
But what may seem somewhat puzzling is the picture of
Bilam one may acquire through a cursory reading of the
parshah’s narrative itself. Bilam is cajoled by King Balak
and the Moavites to utilize his legendary power to place a
curse on the nation of Yisrael, to facilitate their defeat at the
hands of Moav. But Bilam initially refuses and repeatedly
informs Balak that he is powerless in the face of Hashem’s
Will: “Even if Balak would fill his house with silver and
gold and present them to me, I cannot violate the Word of
Hashem” (Bamidbar 22:18). With such an answer, Bilam
almost comes across as an earnest and frum individual!
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Moving Mountains
The Beis Halevi provides insight with an analogy. Someone
is approached by his friend with a daring recommendation:
“Let’s see if you can give our king a slap in the face,” he
suggests. Upon declining the offer, the individual answers,
“I wouldn’t do that — not for all the money in the world!”
But consider a similar scenario, in which this individual is
asked to pick up a mountain and carry it on his shoulders.
Surely, he would likewise refuse; but this time, his answer
would be somewhat different. No longer would he even
mention money, for the whole idea is so impossible. In the
first scenario, the statement, “I wouldn’t slap the king for all
the money in the world” carries the following interpretation:
“Technically, it is possible for me to do that, but no thanks,
I simply refuse, no matter what you pay me.” But lifting
mountains is another matter. It doesn’t make sense to state,
“I wouldn’t lift that mountain, no matter what you pay me,”
because that would imply that he really could have if he
wanted to — which is obviously not the case.
When Bilam was asked to flout Hashem’s Will and curse
His chosen people, Bilam should have issued the correct
response: “Out of the question; that’s unthinkable and
impossible.” Instead, he adopted the tactic suitable only
for an act whose performance falls within the realm of
possibility: “I wouldn’t go against Hashem’s Word — not
for all the money in the world.” As explained above, such a
statement implies that it is possible to foil Hashem’s plan, but
Bilam the devoted servant is being nice enough to restrain
himself in this instance. This, explains the Beis Halevi, is
a window into Bilam’s true nature and belief system: he
felt he could prevail against Hashem if he wanted to. This
is certainly a heretical belief of the highest order (P’ninim
Mishulchan Gavohah, parshas Balak).
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
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Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
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stars).
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Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
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Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
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ּ ָ ישי ֵאין
ִ ׁ  ָ ּב ְר ִב ִיעי ו ַּב ֲח ִמ,ישי יֶ ׁש בּ וֹ ֻט ְמ ָאה
ִ ׁ ִַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשל
. ָט ֵמא,ׁ ֶש ִּנ ְב ָרא ְ ּביוֹ ם ַה ּׁ ִש ּׁ ִשי
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