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Parshas Korach 5772

Seeing is Believing — But
Only for Believers
While Korach began with a bright future ahead of him —
the Medrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:3) states that he was
actually a great chacham (wise man) — his shortcomings
got the better of him. This week’s parshah relates how he
became embroiled in controversy and rebellion, eventually
ending with a precipitous fall (in the full sense of the word).
The extent to which he strayed is both astounding and
calamitous.

Korach the Apikorus
Chazal tell us (Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:1) that Korach
had become a literal apikorus (heretic). What, exactly,
constitutes an apikorus, and what was the nature of Korach’s
apikorsus? The term appears in the Mishnah in Sanhedrin
(10:1), which states:
ֶא ַמר ְו ַע ֵּמְך ֻּכ ָּלם
ֱ  ֶׁשּנ,עֹולם ַה ָּבא
ָ ָּכל ִי ְׂש ָר ֵאל יֵׁש ָל ֶהם ֵח ֶלק ָל
עֹולם
ָ  ְו ֵאּלּו ֶׁש ֵאין ָל ֶהם ֵח ֶלק ָל...ירׁשּו ָא ֶרץ
ְ עֹולם ִי
ָ יקים ְל
ִ ַצ ִּד
ּתֹורה ִמן
ָ  ְו ֵאין,ּתֹורה
ָ אֹומר ֵאין ְּת ִחּיַת ַה ֵּמ ִתים ִמן ַה
ֵ  ָה,ַה ָּבא
. ְו ַא ִּפיקֹורֹוס,ַה ָּׁש ַמ ִים
“All Yisrael have a portion in the World to Come, as it states
(Yeshayah 60:21): ‘And your nation are all righteous; they
shall inherit the Land forever...’ The following people do
not have a portion in the World to Come: One who denies
the Biblical origin of the Resurrection of the Dead, one who
denies the Divine origin of the Torah, and an apikorus.”
This Mishnah may almost appear contradictory; it begins
by stating that “All Yisrael have a portion in the World
to Come,” but then, the very next sentence states, “The
following people do not have a portion in the World to Come.”
The issue is clarified in light of the Rambam’s legendary
לזכר ולעלוי נשמת
אבי מורי ר' מאיר שמחה בן ר' יצחק זאב ע״ה
פרזן
הונצח ע״י בנו יצחק זאב נ״י

comments on this Mishnah (Peirush Hamishnayos): The
Rambam lists thirteen principles of faith, stating that these
tenets are prerequisites for inclusion in the nation of Yisrael.
One who accepts these articles of faith is considered part
of Klal Yisrael; one who rejects any part of them, however,
earns the title of apikorus, has essentially separated himself
from membership in Klal Yisrael, and has forfeited his share
in the World to Come. In other words, all Yisrael certainly
do have a portion in the World to Come; but an apikorus,
who denies any part of the thirteen principles, is no longer
part of Klal Yisrael.
In any event, Korach went so far as to deny certain articles of
faith. According to the Yerushalmi, Korach declared: “The
Torah is not from Heaven, and Moshe is not a prophet.” In
so doing, Korach contradicted Article #7 of the principles
of faith, which asserts that Moshe was the greatest of all
prophets, as well as Article #8, which focuses on the
Divine origin of the Torah. (It is interesting to note how
Korach’s apikorsus corresponds to another well-known
teaching of Chazal. The Gemara in Bava Basra [74a] relates
how Rabbah bar bar Channah was shown the spot in the
wilderness where the earth had swallowed the company of
Korach. He beheld smoke rising from cracks in the ground
and heard voices emanating from below, evidently from that
congregation of sinners who had “descended alive to the
netherworld” [Bamidbar 16:33]. Upon careful listening, he
was able to discern what it was they were proclaiming: מׁשה
ֶ
תֹורתֹו ֶא ֶמת
ָ “[ ֶא ֶמת ְוMoshe is true, and his Torah is true”]!
Apparently, from their abode of retribution, these pitiful
souls finally repudiated the very heresy they championed in
their lifetimes [Chidushei Hagriz Al Hatorah Hachadashos
131].)
One of the most astounding aspects of Korach’s heretical
statements is the individual who issued them. Here was
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