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A Matter of Mechilah
(Forgiveness)
One of the many great kindnesses Hashem has bestowed
upon us is the opportunity He provides to rectify misdeeds. “It’s never too late” is a guiding principle, and
even one who has stumbled upon the path of sin may still
repent and gain atonement.
However, the situation becomes somewhat more involved
when a sin is committed against one’s fellow man. The
Mishnah in Yoma (8:9) addresses this point:
ָאדם
ָ ֲברֹות ֶׁש ֵּבין
ֵ  ע.ּפּורים ְמ ַכ ֵּפר
ִ  יֹום ַה ִּכ,ָאדם ַל ָּמקֹום
ָ ֲברֹות ֶׁש ֵּבין
ֵע
. ַעד ֶׁשּיְ ַר ֶּצה ֶאת ֲח ֵברֹו,ּפּורים ְמ ַכ ֵּפר
ִ  ֵאין יֹום ַה ִּכ,ַל ֲח ֵברֹו
“With regard to sins committed (solely) against Hashem
(e.g., eating non-kosher food) – atonement is effected
through Yom Kippur. With regard to sins committed
against one’s fellow man (e.g., insults, evil gossip) – Yom
Kippur cannot effect an atonement unless the offender
has first appeased the injured party.”
It cannot be overemphasized just how crucial it is to obtain the forgiveness of one’s fellow. Failure to do so can
be quite a serious matter; in fact, the consequences can be
catastrophic. Perhaps nothing bears out this point better
than the comments of Rabbeinu Bechaye on an episode
in this week’s parshah.

Ten for Ten
In the aftermath of the passing of the patriarch Ya’akov,
the brothers feared that Yosef might take the opportunity
to “settle some scores” over his ordeal. They sent a message to Yosef, claiming in the name of their father that he

לזכר ולעילוי נשמת
הרה"ג ר' לוי יצחק זצ"ל בן הרב דוד שליט"א

should forgive them, and they personally appeared before
him, petitioning for mercy and prostrating themselves.
Yosef was moved by their appeal and sought to reassure
them:
“And Yosef said to them: ‘Do not be afraid... while
you may have had malicious designs against me,
Hashem intended for benefit... so that a great nation shall be kept alive... Do not fear; I will support
you and your children.’ And he comforted them,
and spoke to their heart” (Bereishis 50:19-21).
Yosef’s response is particularly instructive when we consider what was omitted. The brothers brought their petition for grace, and Yosef responded with compassion.
However, nowhere in Yosef’s reply do we find explicit
mention that he actually forgave them for their transgression. Apparently, this omission was to prove quite costly.
Securing forgiveness – as we have seen from the Mishnah
– is a prerequisite for atonement. As the brothers came
up short in securing Yosef’s forgiveness, they eventually
died with their sin still not rectified. In fact – the Rabbeinu Bechaye tells us – it was not until a later era that
the misdeed was expiated. Many are familiar with the
heart-wrenching episode of the Asarah Harugei Malchus
(The Ten Martyrs). Their story is recounted twice a year,
amidst the tearful prayers and liturgy of the Yom Kippur
and Tisha B’av services. Ten outstanding and righteous
sages – R’ Akiva, Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, and others – were subjected to brutal torture and execution. The
tragic demise of these ten figures served as the atonement
for the act of their ancestors, the ten brothers who participated in the sale of Yosef.
(It could be that even this was not the end of the after-
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
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Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
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stars).
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Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
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Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
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