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Nes (Miracles) and Teva
(Natural Occurrence):
The Difference
The Talmudic records abound with accounts of great men
who could be characterized as melumadim b’nisim (familiar
with the miraculous). Choni Hamagil was one such
individual. His ability to “summon” the rains is related in
the Mishnah in Ta’anis (3:8):
 ִה ְת ַּפ ֵּלל וְ ֹלא...ֵרדּו ְג ָׁש ִמים
ְ  ִה ְת ַּפ ֵּלל ֶׁשּי,ָאמרּו לֹו ְלחֹונִ י ַה ְמ ַעּגֵל
ְ ֲׂשה ֶׁש
ֶ ַמע
 ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל,)(ל ָפנָיו
ְ ָאמר
ַ ְ ו,תֹוכּה
ָ  ָעג עּוגָה וְ ָע ַמד ְּב, ֶמה ָע ָׂשה.ָרדּו ְג ָׁש ִמים
ְי
 נִ ְׁש ָּבע ֲאנִ י ְב ִׁש ְמָך. ֶׁש ֲאנִ י ְכ ֶבן ַּביִ ת ְל ָפנֶיָך,ֵיהם ָע ַלי
ֶ  ָּבנֶיָך ָׂשמּו ְפנ,עֹולם
ָ
.ַּט ִפין
ְ  ִה ְת ִחילּו ְּג ָׁש ִמים ְמנ. ַעד ֶׁש ְּת ַר ֵחם ַעל ָּבנֶיָך,ַהּגָדֹול ֶׁש ֵאינִ י זָז ִמ ָּכאן
 ֶא ָּלא,ַאל ִּתי
ְ  ֹלא ָכְך ָׁש,ָאמר
ַ .ַעף
ַ ירד ְּבז
ֵ  ִה ְת ִחילּו ֵל...ַאל ִּתי
ְ  ֹלא ָכְך ָׁש,ָאמר
ַ
.ָרדּו ְכ ִת ְקנָן
ְ  י. ְּב ָר ָכה ּונְ ָד ָבה,ִּג ְׁש ֵמי ָרצֹון
“It happened once that they said to Choni Hamagil, ‘Pray
that rain should fall.’ He prayed, but no rain fell. What did
he do? He formed a circle, stood within it and said before
Him: ‘Master of the Universe! I hereby swear by Your Great
Name that I will not move from here until You have mercy
on Your children (by sending them rain).’ A few drops began
to patter. (Resuming his prayers,) he said: ‘This is not what I
requested...’ The rain turned into a furious downpour. Choni
said: This (too) is not what I requested; rather, (I asked for)
rains of appeasement, blessing and generosity.’ The rains
then fell in the preferred fashion.” (The narrative there goes
on to address the propriety of his petitioning tactics.)
In this capacity as “miracle worker,” Choni Hamagil is
joined by many others. R’ Chanina reassured his daughter
when she accidentally lit the Shabbos lights with vinegar
instead of oil, “He Who said that oil shall burn, can just
as well tell the vinegar to burn.” And this is exactly what
happened (Ta’anis 25a). R’ Pinchas ben Yair commanded
נדפס לזכות ר' אברהם יצחק נ"י בן פיגא ריזא ע"ה
ברכה והצלחה ברוחניות ובגשמיות

a river that was blocking his way to split, and it complied
(Chullin 7a). And the list goes on.
While these exploits may leave us feeling wistful and awed,
they also may cause us to wonder: what is it, exactly, about
these men that they merited to lead such “supernatural”
lives? Is it simply a form of reward for their righteousness,
or does the issue perhaps penetrate much deeper than that?
And why do we not see or hear too much of such comparable
activity these days?
A similar feeling of wistfulness may overcome us when
contemplating such ancient miracles as the appearance of
mon in this week’s parshah. Confined to a barren land,
B’nei Yisrael were nevertheless provided with plenty, in the
form of this miraculous substance they would discover each
morning amongst the dew. The portions were attained with
ease and were individualized to suit everyone’s particular
fancy: the mon would assume the taste of whatever its eater
would wish. (Wouldn’t this arrangement serve as an amazing
and enjoyable solution to the current economic crisis!)
Although such notions are little more than a distant dream in
most of our minds, the truth – asserts R’ Chatzkel Levenstein
(Ohr Yechezkel, Emunah) – is that an almost identical
situation does indeed exist today. We need only open our
eyes, if merely just a bit.

A World of Mon
Agricultural products make up a substantial part of our food
intake. Fruits, vegetables, grain products – virtually all of
our sustenance comes from the ground in almost endless
variety.
But isn’t this phenomenon quite similar to that of the Jews
in the desert? The supermarket boasts a huge selection
of produce and products to appeal to all types of palates:
sweet melons, tart apples, crisp lettuce, sharp radishes – to
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
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Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
t$PNQMFUJPOPGFOUJSF
stars).
Shishah Sedarim
Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
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Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
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ּ ָ ישי ֵאין
ִ ׁ  ָ ּב ְר ִב ִיעי ו ַּב ֲח ִמ,ישי יֶ ׁש בּ וֹ ֻט ְמ ָאה
ִ ׁ ִַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשל
. ָט ֵמא,ׁ ֶש ִּנ ְב ָרא ְ ּביוֹ ם ַה ּׁ ִש ּׁ ִשי
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the surface dirt parts, and a full-grown person emerges to take
his place amongst the living. Truly, a miracle to behold!
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