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The Spreading of
Knowledge
And the Answer Is...
The Gemara in Bava Kamma (66) reports that Rabbah
asked R’ Yosef a particular question (concerning the topic
of halachic acquisition), and R’ Yosef answered it. That in
itself is nothing unusual, of course. The mainstay of Talmud
Bavli is the vast record of shakla-v’tarya (“back and forth”)
— the stimulating and intricate Talmudic discussions that
took place among the Masters. What is striking about this
particular dialogue is the sheer duration Rabbah had to wait
to receive his answer:
יֹוסף ֶע ְׂש ִרין ְו ַּת ְר ֵּתין
ֵ יל ָתא ָק ִׁשי ֵּבה ַר ָּבה ְל ַרב
ְ  ַהאי ִמ:ָא ַמר ָר ָבא
.ּוּפ ְר ָקּה
ִ יׁשא
ָ יֹוסף ְּב ֵר
ֵ ָתיב ַרב
ִ יפ ְר ָקה ַעד ְדי
ְ  ְוֹלא ִא,ְׁש ִנין

“Rava said: Rabbah asked R’ Yosef about this matter and
remained perplexed for a period of twenty-two years. It
was not resolved until (at the conclusion of this period) R’
Yosef was appointed to lead the Academy, at which point he
supplied the answer.”
This is indeed a curious circumstance. If R’ Yosef knew
the answer, why didn’t he respond immediately instead
of waiting twenty-two years? Most likely, he himself was
unsure and did not attain clarification until he spent years
contemplating the issue: twenty-two, to be exact. But the
Gemara’s statement above supplies another interesting
detail: right before he finally gave Rabbah his long-awaited
answer, he first assumed the position of rosh yeshivah. What
was the significance of this milestone in R’ Yosef’s career?
While we are indeed happy for his achievement, it does
not seem to bear much relevance to the issue at hand; why

לזכר נשמת חיים צבי בן אברהם יצחק ע״ה

mention this seemingly incidental tidbit at all?
The truth is that this appointment may actually have been
the catalyst to resolve Rabbah’s double-decade dilemma.
This emerges from a fundamental idea based on this week’s
parshah.

Shefa
The chief kohein is known as the Kohein Gadol — the High
Priest. This week’s parshah, however, makes reference to
him with a slight variation: ) מֵ אֶ חָ יו. Literally: “The kohein
who is greater than his colleagues” (Vayikra 21:10). This
elongated title not only appears superfluous but may even
carry somewhat “elitist” connotations. Is it necessary to
“rub it in,” so to speak, to the other kohanim and stress that
this one individual is somehow greater than everyone else?
The Hafla’ah, however, clarifies the significance of this
appellation; according to his explanation, the phraseology
in no way diminishes the dignity of the “common” kohanim
but actually adds to their prestige, for the Torah here is
identifying the source of the Kohein Gadol’s greatness
and enhanced status. It is precisely because he is placed
at the helm of officiating in the Temple and serves at the
head of the priestly caste that he is imbued with a greater
measure of sanctity and spiritual influence. He receives his
spiritual gifts directly from the Almighty and in turn shares
them with the priestly charges whom he guides. But it is
they who ultimately determine the magnitude of the shefa
(spiritual emanation) that will be showered upon him, since
he requires it in order to bestow it on them. The result of
this arrangement is that the spiritual grandeur of the Kohein
Gadol is principally derived from his brothers — his
“gedulah” (greatness) is מֵ אֶ חָ יו.
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
t.JTIOBIBOE(FNBSB
TUVEZTFSWJDFT
Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
t$PNQMFUJPOPGFOUJSF
stars).
Shishah Sedarim
Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
t$PNQMFUJPOPG
Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Keilim (17:14) goes through
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials
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ּ ָ ישי ֵאין
ִ ׁ  ָ ּב ְר ִב ִיעי ו ַּב ֲח ִמ,ישי יֶ ׁש בּ וֹ ֻט ְמ ָאה
ִ ׁ ִַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשל
. ָט ֵמא,ׁ ֶש ִּנ ְב ָרא ְ ּביוֹ ם ַה ּׁ ִש ּׁ ִשי
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What accounts for this seemingly ironic situation? The
commentators understand that the Master’s own knowledge
becomes honed and sharpened through the exchange he
conducts when teaching his students. But the Hafla’ah once
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question, whose resolution eluded him for twenty-two years.
All of this changed, however, when R’ Yosef was elevated
to the position of rosh yeshivah. R’ Ya’akov Emden explains
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Now that R’ Yosef stood to impart knowledge to a large
body of disciples, he was granted an abundant measure of
Divine Assistance, through which previously concealed
Although
possibly not the most fashionable by current
matters now became lucid and clear.

standards, people did utilize (at one point or another)
the abundant fibrous material supplied
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