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Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit of
 a fellow Jew who passed away with no ,יוסף בן משה הלוי ע"ה

relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah.

לזכר נשמת ציפא רבקה בת ברוך ע"ה

Ad d’lo YAdA: Assisting 
the “AssistAnt”

One of the most familiar of Purim practices is at 
once one of the most difficult to understand. Sages 
throughout the centuries have grappled with the issue 
of ad d’lo yada; how could there be an obligation to 
become inebriated “to the point where one does not 
know the difference” between “cursed is Haman” and 
“blessed is Mordechai”? In what way is such conduct 
in keeping with the sacred nature of the day and the 
spirit of Torah in general?
Perhaps the exposition below could add some dimension 
to our understanding and appreciation of this most 
intoxicating topic. 

EvEryonE’s InvItEd

At the outset, it is edifying to compare this particular 
celebratory ritual with the specifics of another well-
known festive spectacle. In Temple times, a major event 
was staged during the Sukkos festival: the Simchas 
Beis Hasho’eivah, an elaborate performance marking 
the special water-libation offered during the holiday. 
The festivities were punctuated by decorations of gold, 
abundant lighting, song, dance and music, as outlined 
in Tractate Sukkah. The Mishnah (ibid. 5:3) mentions 
the following additional detail: 

חֲסִידִים וְאַנְשֵׁי מַעֲשֶׂה הָיוּ מְרַקְּדִים לִפְנֵיהֶם בַּאֲבוּקוֹת שֶׁל אוֹר 
שֶׁבִּידֵיהֶן, וְאוֹמְרִים לִפְנֵיהֶן דִּבְרֵי שִׁירוֹת וְתִשְׁבָּחוֹת.

“The pious ones and men of deeds would dance before 

them with lighted torches in their hands and recite 
words of song and praise.”
As the Even Sheleimah points out, this arrangement 
stands in contrast to the Purim celebration. Whereas 
regarded individuals and men of great stature were 
singled out in the Sukkos performance, the Purim 
festivities are the domain of every man. For this reason, 
the halachah uses the generic term when referring to the 
drinking mandate: מִיחַיֵיב אִינִישׁ לִבְסוּמֵי בְּפּוּרְיָא “A man 
(i.e., even the common man) is obligated to become 
drunk on Purim” (Megillah 7b).
The fact that all individuals are enjoined to participate 
in the Purim celebrations may account for the seemingly 
“unorthodox” form that this celebration takes. The 
idea may be understood in light of a beautiful parable 
recounted by R’ Asher Weiss, drawing on a real-life 
story:

“GIvE thIs Man a drInk”
There was a certain pious individual who longed 
to serve his Creator with great fervor and strength. 
Unfortunately, this person suffered from a form of 
paralysis, and his legs were completely useless. When 
Simchas Torah rolled around, he was particularly 
crestfallen: how he longed to join the circle of dancers 
and rejoice with the Torah – but alas, he could do no 
more than observe wistfully from the sidelines.
Suddenly, he had an idea. He turned to his gentile 
attendant and made the following request: “Please, lift 
me up on your shoulders and join the celebrations. If 



For background purposes, we present here a brief 
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items 
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation 
are mentioned:
Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper 
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam 
[sea]).
Day #3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon, 
stars).
Day #5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea. 
Day #6: Animals and man.

The Mishnah in Keilim (17:14) goes through 
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials 
susceptible to defilement were created:

נִי אֵין בּוֹ טֻמְאָה,  ֵ שּׁ יוֹם הָרִאשׁוֹן טֻמְאָה, בַּ בְרָא בְּ נִּ ֶ מַה שּׁ וְיֵשׁ בְּ
טֻמְאָה...  הֶם  בָּ אֵין  י  וּבַחֲמִישִׁ רְבִיעִי  בָּ טֻמְאָה,  בּוֹ  יֶשׁ  י  לִישִׁ ְ שּׁ בַּ

י, טָמֵא. ִ שּׁ ִ יוֹם הַשּׁ בְרָא בְּ נִּ שֶׁ

“From things created on day one, there are those 
that are susceptible to tumah. Nothing created on day 
two is susceptible to tumah. There are items created on 
day three with tumah-susceptibility. Days four and five 
contain no tumah-susceptible items... but creations of 
day six are tumah-susceptible.”

In all, days one, three and six contain tumah-
susceptible items, while days two, four and five do not. 
The Bartenura fills in the details: Generally speaking, 
materials become tumah-susceptible when they are 
fashioned into vessels or clothing – that is, depending 
on what the materials are. On the first day, the earth 
was created; earthenware vessels are susceptible to 
tumah. Day number two saw the fashioning of the 
firmament separating the waters; nothing there that 
could incur tumah. The third day saw the creation of the 
trees; wooden vessels are susceptible to tumah. On the 

fourth and fifth days, the heavenly bodies and creatures 

of the air and sea were formed, respectively. They do 

not incur tumah, and so, seemingly, a moon-rock jug, 

or a sharkskin purse would be tumah-free. However, 

leather-products from animals – created on the sixth 

day – would be susceptible to tumah. 

The Problem with Seaweed

Upon delving into some of the intricacies of this 

topic, a point to consider would be the various forms of 

sea vegetation (generally referred to as kelp or seaweed). 

Although possibly not the most fashionable by current 

standards, people did utilize (at one point or another) 

the abundant fibrous material supplied 
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you do so, I will increase your wages to whatever you 
wish.”
Acceding to the man’s offer, the attendant proceeded 
to lift him and sauntered onto the dance floor. But 
lacking the fervor and conviction of the Jew in his care, 
the attendant merely swayed dryly back and forth. 
Disappointed, the man called from above, “You call 
this ‘dancing’?”  But the attendant showed no sign of 
changing his tempo. “What do you want from me?” he 
responded.
The crippled man realized that – lacking a true feeling 
for the essence of Torah – his gentile assistant would be 
unable to truly capture the spirit of the day’s celebration. 
But he did not give up just yet, as a realization suddenly 

dawned on him. He figured that his end might be 
achieved  if he simply dealt with his companion on 
his own level. After being returned to his seat, the Jew 
addressed his attendant with another offer. 
“You see that schnapps cabinet over there?” he said to 
his helper. “Go ahead; help yourself to whatever and 
however much you want.” The attendant didn’t need 
much prodding. He proceeded to empty the contents of 
the cabinet into his insides in relatively short order. 
That did the trick. The newly rejuvenated attendant 
swept up the crippled man, whisked him onto his 
shoulders and with a spring in his step and warmth in 
his heart, he joined the festivities with gusto and glee. 
And while the drunkard below reveled in his own 
ecstasy, his Jewish charge on his shoulders was on top 
of the world. He was finally able to participate fully 
and properly in the Torah celebration, with his heart 
full of joy and directed toward Heaven.
So, too, is the nature of the Purim celebration. Purim 
is actually a Simchas Torah of sorts, commemorating 
the Jews’ newfound acceptance of the Torah from 
love (cf. Shabbos 88a). As such, the time is ripe for 
forging a joyous connection with Hashem. However, 
as mentioned above, the Purim festivities are geared 
to every man. While the extremely righteous are able 
to achieve spiritual joy with relative ease, the common 
man finds it somewhat harder to attain. The pressures 
and shortcomings of the physical trappings prevent us 
from attaining these spiritual “highs.” And so Chazal 
proposed the solution: deal with the “helper” on 
his own level. Through the medium of “spirits,” the 
physical body can be coaxed into the festivities, freeing 
one’s inner soul to attain and enjoy spiritual heights 
(K’motzei Shalal Rav, pp. 192, 194-5). 


