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Hearing Voices

As believing Jews, we know that the Omnipotent Hashem
is capable of anything. He has wrought wondrous miracles
in the past and will do so in the future. While our Sages tell
us that we currently live in a situation of hester panim —
where Hashem purposefully conceals His Presence — we
are perfectly aware that He can do anything He wishes,
should He so choose. The reason for such conduct of
concealment has a lot to do with reward and free choice.
Once open miracles are readily on display, there no longer
is much of a challenge to subjugate oneself to Hashem’s
Will. Thus, the reward for observing His commandments
would be significantly diminished, and the exercise of
free will would almost completely disappear. When the
revelation of His awesome power is somewhat tempered,
our service to Him becomes that much more meaningful
and valuable.

Containment
A similar manifestation of this idea is found at the
beginning of this week’s parshah. The opening verse
speaks of Hashem’s mode of communication: “And He
called to Moshe, and He... spoke to him from the Ohel
Mo’ed (Meeting Tent)...” Rashi explains the interesting
mechanics of this “calling”: “The sound (of Hashem’s
‘Voice’) would travel and reach Moshe’s ears; but the rest
of Yisrael would not hear it...”
Rashi continues to clarify this arrangement. The failure of
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Yisrael to hear was not because the ‘Voice’ was not loud
enough; on the contrary, explains Rashi, this ‘Voice’ is
described elsewhere as possessing great potency. As the
verse in Tehillim (29:5) states: “The Voice of Hashem
resounds with strength; the Voice of Hashem resounds
with glory; the Voice of Hashem smashes the cedar
trees...” Why, then, were the Yisraelim unable to hear
when Hashem spoke to Moshe? Because He contained
this great Voice within the confines of the Ohel Mo’ed. In
other words, the Voice itself was strong enough and loud
enough to project great distances; but Hashem would “cut
off” the volume when the sound reached the exit of the
Ohel Mo’ed.
Indeed, this situation is reminiscent of Hashem’s conduct
in the world at large. In truth, one who bothers to look
can see Hashem’s Presence clearly from the limitless
wonders that abound in the natural world and in historical
and current events. There really is little to no difference
between open miracles and natural process, other than that
one occurs more regularly than the other (see Mishnas
Chayim, Parshas Beshalach 5772). To maintain an option
of free will, however, Hashem purposefully engages in
some concealment and provides a pitfall for those who
wish to be deluded. Thus, it is possible for there to be
heretics, despite the increased knowledge we have today
of so many aspects of this remarkable universe. Inherently,
Hashem’s existence is so obvious and apparent and could
be easily perceived far and wide. But, as with the Voice
communicating with Moshe, Hashem purposefully
restricts the emanation to a small area, if you will, wherein
only those who invest the effort to seek Him out will find
Him (R’ Baruch Sorotzkin, Habinah Vehaberachah).
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Interestingly, this situation of the Voice in the Ohel Mo’ed
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