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The Demise of Egypt and the Eternal Reward PARSHAS BO 5776
In the end, many bad things happened to the Egyptians.
Their trials begin primarily with the advent of the ten ferocious plagues, which lasted over a
year-long period, equal to that of the judgment in Gehinnom (Purgatory). As the Mishnah
states (Eduyos 2:10):
. ְשׁנֵים ָﬠשָׂ ר חֹ דֶ שׁ, ִמ ְשׁפַּט ְרשָׁ ﬠִ ים בְּ גֵיהִ נָּם... ְשׁנֵים ﬠָ שָׂ ר חֹ דֶ שׁ,ִמ ְשׁפַּט הַ ִמּצְ ִריִּ ים
“The (duration) of the judgment against the Mitzrim (Egyptians) was twelve months... The
judgment against the wicked in Gehinnom is twelve months.”
Big Things...
These plagues took a toll on every aspect of Mitzrayim (Egypt) – their land, their livelihood,
their possessions, and their lives. Note, for example, what the Torah states in this week’s
parshah regarding the aftermath of the plague of locusts: וַיּ ֹאכַל אֶ ת־כָּל־ ֵﬠשֶׂ ב הָ אָ ֶרץ וְ אֵ ת כָּל־פְּ ִרי הָ ﬠֵץ
הוֹתיר הַ בָּ ָרד וְ ל ֹא־נוֹתַ ר כָּל־י ֶֶרק בָּ ﬠֵץ וּבְ ֵﬠשֶׂ ב הַ שָּׂ דֶ ה בְּ כָל־אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ָריִ ם
ִ “ – ֲאשֶׁ רAnd it consumed all the
vegetation of the land and all the fruit of the tree, which had endured past the hail; and there
no longer remained any greenery amongst the trees and vegetation of the field, in the entire
land of Mitzrayim” (Shemos 10:15). Even Pharaoh’s servants at one point recognized the utter
devastation of the land, crying out to their stubborn monarch: “ – הֲטֶ ֶרם תֵּ דַ ע כִּ י אָ בְ דָ ה ִמצְ ָריִ םHave
you not yet realized that Mitzrayim is lost?” (ibid. v. 7).
The severity of these plagues is underscored by the well-known passage in the Haggadah
(beginning: “R’ Yosi Hagelili omeir”), in which the Tannaim contend that the plagues really
tallied up to be much more than ten. They draw from the passuk in Tehillim (78:49), which
magnifies the plagues’ magnitude: “ – יְ שַׁ לַּח־בָּ ם חֲרוֹן אַ פּוֹ ﬠֶבְ ָרה ָו ַזﬠַם וְ צָ ָרה ִמ ְשׁלַחַ ת מַ לְ אֲ כֵי ָרﬠִ יםHe
sent against them His burning wrath – anger, fury, tribulations, and a dispatch of menacing
angels.” Thus, they explain that each of the plagues actually consisted of four or five, as they
were all comprised of these various components of retribution. This raises the tally to forty or
fifty plagues with which Mitzrayim was smitten.
By the time B’nei Yisrael departed the land, Mitzrayim – formerly a proud and great world
power – was indeed a ravished entity. The imagery depicting the Jews’ departure is quite
stark: וּמצְ ַריִ ם ְמקַ בְּ ִרים
ִ ,ָל־מצְ ָריִ ם
ִ  יָצְ אוּ בְ נֵי־יִ שְֹ ָראֵ ל בְּ יָד ָרמָ ה לְ ﬠֵינֵי כּ...בַּ חֹ דֶ שׁ הָ ִראשׁוֹן בַּ ח ֲִמשָּׁ ה ﬠָ ָ ֹשר יוֹם לַחֹ דֶ שׁ
.“ – אֵ ת אֲשֶׁ ר הִ כָּה ד' בָּ הֶ ם כָּל־בְּ כוֹר וּבֵ אֹלהֵ יהֶ ם ָﬠ ָ ֹשה ד' ְשׁפ ִָטיםIn the first month, on the fifteenth day of
the month... B’nei Yisrael went out, with an upraised arm, in front of the eyes of all
Mitzrayim. And Mitzrayim was engaged in burying (their dead), as Hashem had smote all the
firstborn among them and executed judgment against their deities” (Bamidbar 33:3,4).
And, of course, their ordeal was not yet over. Mitzrayim had lost their land, wealth, and much
of their populace. They still, however, had an army. But not for long. They pursued Yisrael
into the Yam Suf, where they once again encountered furious retribution. The same Haggadic
passage cited above continues to outline the numerous plagues that struck the Mitzrim by the

sea; these equaled ten times the number they had suffered in the land itself. By the time it was
all over, the verse had been fulfilled: ת־מצְ ַריִ ם הַ יּוֹם ל ֹא תֹ ִספוּ לִ ְראֹ תָ ם עוֹד ַﬠד־עוֹלָם
ִ ֶ“ – אֲשֶׁ ר ְר ִאיתֶ ם אAs
you have seen Mitzrayim today, you shall never again see them – for eternity” (Shemos
14:13).
...in Small Packages
R’ Sa’adiah Gaon calls attention to one of the most remarkable aspects of this entire affair. He
makes a most poignant observation, citing the original prophecy delivered to Avraham.
Hashem related to the patriarch that his progeny would undergo the trial of servitude, but
would eventually be redeemed and their tormentors punished: – וְ גַם אֶ ת־הַ גּוֹי אֲ שֶׁ ר ַיﬠֲבֹ דוּ דָּ ן אָ נֹ כִ י
“And also the nation that they shall serve, I shall judge.” Notice, he states, that only two short
words on the subject were uttered: “Dan Anochi – I shall judge.” And yet, the entire litany of
the Mitzrim’s tribulations – the surface of which was barely even scratched above – is
contained within them. The entire gamut of the most fearsome and far-reaching retributive
forces all flow from this brief utterance of the Almighty.
In quoting R’ Sa’adiah’s observation, R’ Chatzkel Levenstein (Ohr Yechezkel, Elul, p. 98)
takes the matter one step farther. We see the awesome power that lay within just these two
simple words: how a short Divine statement results in such astronomical (and, in this case,
devastating) ramifications.
Imagine, then, what weight is carried in a more expanded Divine statement. If a brief
utterance has such consequences – consider how much more potency a long one would
contain!
As such, he continues, we can use the example of the Mitzrim’s demise to shore up our
emunah (faith) and anticipation in another area – namely, belief in the promised reward
awaiting the righteous when the Final Redemption arrives. For in describing this period, the
descriptions are indeed quite expansive; numerous prophecies of considerable length
punctuate the volumes of the Nevi’im (Prophets), such as Yeshayah, Yirmiyahu, and others.
Just to get even a minimal sense of the magnitude of the era of the Redemption, we quote here
from Yirmiyahu – with the understanding that this represents one small example out of many.
The passuk states:  כִּ י,הִ נֵּה־י ִָמים בָּ ִאים נְ ֻאם־ד' וְ ל ֹא־יֵאָ מֵ ר עוֹד חַ י־ד' אֲ שֶׁ ר הֶ ֱﬠלָה אֶ ת־בְּ נֵי יִ שְֹ ָראֵ ל מֵ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ָריִ ם
וּמכֹּ ל הָ ֲא ָרצוֹת אֲשֶׁ ר הִ ִדּיחָ ם שָׁ מָּ ה ַוה ֲִשׁבֹ ִתים ﬠַל־אַ ְדמָ תָ ם אֲשֶׁ ר
ִ ִאם־חַ י־ד' אֲשֶׁ ר הֶ ֱﬠלָה אֶ ת־בְּ נֵי יִ שְֹ ָראֵ ל מֵ אֶ ֶרץ צָ פוֹן
“ – נָתַ ִתּי לַאֲבוֹתָ םBehold, days are coming, says Hashem; and it will no longer be said: ‘By the
life of Hashem Who brought B’nei Yisrael up out of the Land of Egypt,’ but rather: ‘By the
life of Hashem who brought up B’nei Yisrael from the Land of the North and from all of the
lands to which they had been scattered there.’ And I will return them to their land that I have
given to their forefathers.” Apparently, the wonders of that era will surpass even those of the
redemption from Mitzrayim.
More than two words. And there are plenty more nevu’os outlining the sheer beauty and
wonder of the eternal reward – may we merit to behold it!

