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BIKKURIM, BERACHOS,
AND THE WORLD
At first glance, the mitzvah of bikkurim (first fruits)
seems straightforward enough. In this week’s
parshah (Devarim 26:1-11), the Jewish residents of
Eretz Yisrael are instructed to take a sampling of the
first fruits of their land and bring them to the
Sanctuary in Yerushalayim.

GALA AFFAIR
We find, however, that the bikkurim-bringing
procedure is quite an elaborate production. The
Mishnah in Bikkurim (3:2-4) describes the process as
the multitudes gather to transport their fruits to
Yerushalayim:
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city craftsmen would stand in their honor and inquire
of their welfare: ‘Our brothers... have you arrived
peacefully?’ The flutists continued to play until the
procession reached the Temple Mount... Then, each
individual would carry his basket of fruits and enter
the area, until he came to the inner courtyard.”
Contemplating this spectacle, we are prompted to ask:
What exactly was it about this seemingly
uncomplicated ritual – presenting some fruits in the
Beis Hamikdash – that warranted such pomp?
This question actually has a very simple answer: the
sheer importance of this mitzvah is enormous. As
Chazal tell us: “The world was created on account of
bikkurim,” ((Alshich, parshas Ki Savo, quoting the
Bereishis Rabbah).
Apparently, bikkurim is something to get plenty
excited about. But this point itself begs clarification:
What is it about bikkurim that commands such
(literally) universal importance?
To uncover the essence of this mitzvah, the Alshich
Hakadosh (beginning of this week’s parshah) portrays
the following scenario:

FIRST THINGS FIRST

“... The appointee would announce: ‘Let us arise and
ascend to Zion, to the House of Hashem, our G-d,’...
The pilgrims living close to Yerushalayim would
bring their (fresh) figs and grapes, while those
coming from far away would transport them in the
form of dried fruit and raisins.

A certain individual who was quite desperate for a
job and some sustenance happened upon the field of
an extremely wealthy landowner. He offered his
services to the rich man, hoping to be hired as a
sharecropper. When the owner consented, the
supplicant was both relieved and grateful. He
immediately set about working the fields.

“Walking at the front of the procession was an ox,
with gold-plated horns and crowned with a garland of
olive-branch. They traveled to the musical
accompaniment of flutists... Upon arriving in the
vicinity of Yerushalayim... the city and Temple
officers came out to greet the assemblage... All of the

The sharecropper was quite excited over the prospect
of having found employment. Although he would be
producing a lot more than he would be allowed to
keep for himself, he was still quite pleased that he
had what to eat. He eagerly waited for his labor to
come to “fruition.”
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2QHGD\KHVSRWWHGWKHILUVWULSHFOXVWHURIJUDSHV
%HIRUHWDNLQJDQ\IRUKLPVHOIKHGHFLGHGWRSUHVHQW
WKHVHIUXLWVWRKLVJUDFLRXVKRVWDQGHPSOR\HU+HIHOW
WKDW GRLQJ VR ZRXOG EH D PRVW DSSURSULDWH
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ RI JUDWLWXGH 3ODFLQJ WKHP LQ D
UHVSHFWDEOH FRQWDLQHU KH EURXJKW WKHP WR WKH
ODQGRZQHU³6HHKRZUREXVW\RXUFURSVDUH",GLGQRW
ZDQW WR WDNH IRU P\VHOI EHIRUH GHOLYHULQJ VRPH WR
\RX´KHVDLG



7KHULFKPDQZDVTXLWHWRXFKHGE\WKLVJHVWXUH,Q
FRQWUDVWWRSUHYLRXVHPSOR\HHVRIKLVWKLVRQHGLGQ¶W
DFW OLNH KH RZQHG WKH SODFH RU FRPSODLQ DERXW WKH
ZDJHV ,QVWHDG KH ZDV FRPSOLDQW UHVSHFWIXO DQG
JUDWHIXO³<RXNQRZZKDW"´KHVDLGWRKLVZRUNHU
³)HHO IUHH WR NHHS ZKDWHYHU \RX SURGXFHG 7KH
JUDWLWXGH\RXKDYHVKRZQLVPRUHWKDQHQRXJKIRU
PH´




$VWKH$OVKLFKH[SODLQVWKHDFWRIEULQJLQJELNNXULP
DFFRPSOLVKHVDVLPLODUSXUSRVH+DVKHPJUDQWVXVVR
PXFK<HWSHRSOHKDYHDWHQGHQF\WRIRUJHWZKRWKH
WUXH 2ZQHU RI HYHU\WKLQJ UHDOO\ LV 7KH\ FDQ
PLVWDNHQO\ EHJLQ WR EHOLHYH WKDW LW LV WKURXJK WKHLU
RZQHIIRUWVWKDWWKH\DFTXLUHGERXQW\7KHUHVXOWVRI
WKLV DWWLWXGH FDQ EH TXLWH GLVDVWURXV )RU ZKHQ D
SHUVRQ VWDUWV WR WKLQN WKDW ³,W LV WKH SRZHU DQG
VWUHQJWKRIP\KDQGVWKDWKDV\LHOGHGPHDOORIWKLV
ZHDOWK´ 'HYDULP   +DVKHP PD\ UHVSRQG E\
UHVFLQGLQJWKLVDEXQGDQFH
:KDWLVLWWKDW+DVKHPDVNVIRULQUHWXUQIRUDOO+H
KDVJUDQWHG"1RWYHU\PXFKH[SODLQVWKH$OVKLFK,Q
IDFW DOO WKDW +DVKHP GHVLUHV LV PHUH
DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW±DVLPSOHUHFRJQLWLRQRQRXUSDUW
WKDWZHDUHDZDUHIURPZKHQFHRXUEOHVVLQJVFDPH,W
LVIRUWKLVSXUSRVHWKDW+HFUHDWHGWKHZRUOGLQWKH
ILUVWSODFHVRWKDWPDQZLOOUHFRJQL]HWKH&UHDWRUDQG
WKDQNDQGSUDLVH+LP
7KLVDFNQRZOHGJHPHQWLVDFFRPSOLVKHGWKURXJKWKH
RIILFHV RI ELNNXULP ,Q WKH VDPH PDQQHU DV WKH
JUDWHIXOVKDUHFURSSHUWKH-HZLVKSHRSOHWDNHDVPDOO
VDPSOLQJRIWKHILUVWIUXLWVDQGSUHVHQWLW±LQWKH+RO\
7HPSOH±WRWKHWUXH2ZQHURIWKHILHOGVWKHODQG
DQG HYHU\WKLQJ HOVH WKH&UHDWRU DQG 0DVWHU RI WKH

❧
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8QLYHUVH,QVRGRLQJWKH\IXOILOOWKHYHU\SXUSRVH
IRUZKLFKWKHZRUOGZDVFUHDWHG$QGDVDUHVXOWRI
WKHLUUHVSRQGLQJSURSHUO\WRWKHERXQW\ZLWKZKLFK
WKH\ZHUHEOHVVHG+DVKHPDOORZVWKHPWRUHWDLQWKH
UHVW
,Q D VHQVH WKH PLW]YDK RI ELNNXULP SHUIRUPV D
IXQFWLRQVLPLODUWRWKDWRIDQRWKHUIDPLOLDULQVWLWXWLRQ
EHUDFKRV EOHVVLQJVRQIRRG :HILQGWZRYHUVHVLQ
6HIHU 7HKLOOLP WKDW VHHP WR FRQWUDGLFW HDFK RWKHU
2QHVWDWHVFOHDUO\³7KHHDUWKDQGLWVIXOOQHVVEHORQJ
WR+DVKHP´ 7HKLOOLP ZKLOHWKHRWKHUYHUVH
VHHPVWRDWWULEXWHRZQHUVKLSRIWKHHDUWKWRPDQNLQG
³7KH KHDYHQV EHORQJ WR +DVKHP EXW +H KDV
JUDQWHGWKHHDUWKWRPDQ´ LELG 7KH*HPDUD
%HUDFKRV D  UHVROYHV WKH FRQWUDGLFWLRQ :KHQ
GRHVWKHHDUWKEHORQJH[FOXVLYHO\WR+DVKHP"%HIRUH
D SHUVRQ PDNHV D EHUDFKDK 2QFH KH UHFLWHV WKH
SURSHU EOHVVLQJ RYHU WKH \LHOG RI WKH ODQG WKHQ
+DVKHPDOORZVKLPWRNHHSLW³+HKDVJUDQWHGWKH
HDUWKWRPDQ´
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