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How the World Changed
Avraham Avinu – Revolutionary Par
Excellance
When we compare the two worlds – today’s era, compared
to the time of Avraham Avinu – a compelling difference
emerges. Now, what Avraham was able to achieve in his
world is truly remarkable. He is referred to in our parshah
(Bereishis 14:13) as Avraham Ha’Ivri (literally, the Hebrew),
which Chazal understand as reflecting his position: עֹולם
ָ ָּכל ָה
'“ ּכּולֹו ֵמ ֵע ֶבר א' וְ הּוא ֵמ ֵע ֶבר אThe whole world was on one side,
and Avraham was on the other” (Bereishis Rabbah 42:8).
While the entire world was steeped in idolatry, Avraham
recognized the true Creator through clear-headed observation
and contemplation. And so he set about denouncing idol
worship and spreading the word of the One True Hashem.
His efforts met with great success, as he won over scores
of people to the true faith. These individuals were the core
of the group described in this week’s parshah (ibid. 12:5)
as “The souls acquired in Charan” (cf. Rashi there and
Rambam, Hilchos Avodah Zarah, 1:3). As testimony to the
widespread acceptance of Avraham and his teachings, he
was crowned as “G-d’s prince” by an assemblage of all of
the nations (Rashi to 14:17).
Such a massive theological upheaval (for the better) was
possible in Avraham’s era. In contrast, the so-called
“modern” era has witnessed an unfortunate trend in the
opposite direction – and under conditions that should have
been ideal for a strengthening the awareness of the Creator.
The great advances in technology and scientific discovery
have afforded an opportunity to examine the wonders of the
minutiae of the natural world more than ever before, from
the tiniest cells to the celestial bodies. One would have
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expected that more people would come to believe in and
be awestruck at the works of the Creator. Unfortunately,
from some of these very scholars and leaders comes denial
and cynicism. How was it possible for an Avraham Avinu
to convince a whole world of pagans to abandon their idols,
yet in today’s world there almost seems to be a crusade
against the Creator in the public and academic world? What
has changed, exactly?

A Renegade Ex-Theology Student and a
Willing Audience
To be specific, it may even be possible to identify an
approximate point in time when this shift in attitude
occurred. Until relatively recently, there was near-universal
recognition of a Creator. Anyone familiar with documents
of the founding of this country, for example, can attest that
there was no reluctance to acknowledge the existence of the
Creator, even in public, governmental settings.
But then, about 200 years ago, the situation was significantly
altered. This phenomenon can be summed up, perhaps, by
a compelling observation made by R’ Chatzkel Levenstein
(Ohr Yechezkel, Emunah, p. 20), which helps to explain the
basis of this monumental change.
It seems that the earlier generations – with all of their
primitiveness and false belief in idolatry – did have “one-up”
on our contemporaries. At the very least, the ancients were
aware of the simple fact that Creation was created. They
erred tremendously by attributing the creation to arts-andcrafts projects of clay and stone, but they at least realized
that the world must have been fashioned by Someone. And
so, there existed the possibility for a righteous teacher like
Avraham to rectify their mistakes and guide them as to Who
the true Creator really was. But the position of the latter
generations is much more egregious, as their heresy leaves
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Out of This World

The Mishnah in Avos states (4:21):

[sea]).

Day #3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
stars).
Day #5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
Day #6: Animals and man.
The Mishnah in Keilim (17:14) goes through
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