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Parshas Ki Seitzei 5772

The Halachic Duration
of Shanah Rishonah (The
“First Year”)
In connection with the laws governing the standing army,
we find that the Torah grants exemption to the chassan
(groom). The Mishnah in Sotah (8:2) states:

ֶא ַמר
ֱ  ֶׁשּנ...רּוסתֹו
ָ א
ֲ ּנֹוׂשא ֶאת
ֵ  ַה...קֹומן
ָ ָזין ִמ ְּמ
ִ ְו ֵאּלּו ֶׁש ֵאין ז
ינן
ָ  ֵא... ְו ִׂש ַּמח ֶאת ִא ְׁשּתֹו...ָנ ִקי ִי ְהיֶה ְל ֵביתֹו ָׁש ָנה ֶא ָחת
:ינן ְמ ַת ְּק ִנין ֶאת ַה ְּד ָר ִכים
ָ ּומזֹון ְו ֵא
ָ ְמ ַס ְּפ ִקין ַמ ִים
“The following need not leave their place: ...One who (has
recently) married his betrothed... as it states (in this week’s
parshah): ‘He shall be free for his home for one year...
and shall rejoice with his wife..’ (Devarim 24:5). These
individuals need not engage in supplying water and food
(to the troops), nor in road repair.” (This is in contrast to
a groom who is merely engaged but has not yet married.
While exempt from actual fighting, he still must help supply
rations and repair roads (Mishnah, Sotah, 8:2).
According to the Sefer Hachinuch (mitzvah 582), this
Biblical injunction (“He shall be free... for one year”) is in
effect even today. As such, a groom must avoid prolonged
absences from his wife during shanah rishonah -- the first
year of marriage.

How Long is a “Year”?
An interesting question comes up regarding this rule. As
we know, the year on a Jewish calendar usually lasts for
twelve months. Periodically, however, we encounter the
phenomenon known as an “ibbur yahr” (leap year), when an
entire extra month is added to the calendar. How would this
adjustment affect the shanah rishonah obligation? Let us say,
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for example, that the wedding took place at the beginning
of the month of Teves. Under normal circumstances, this
couple would observe their shanah rishonah for a twelvemonth period, culminating with the beginning of Teves of the
following year. What if the year of their marriage, however,
was an ibbur yahr? The following Teves will not occur until
thirteen months later (being that an extra Adar was added
to the schedule). Must the chosson remain “housebound”
for the full duration of that particular year -- i.e., until the
following Teves? Or perhaps his obligation lasts only for a
twelve-month period like everyone else (thus culminating
with the beginning of the following Kislev)?
This question has been deliberated upon by some of the
great poskim and sages of our generation (see Derech
Sichah, which records that the question was brought before
R’ Chaim Kanievsky). R’ Elyashiv (quoted in the sefer
Beis Chasanim, 20:14) contends that the issue should be
treated like any safek d’Oraysah (question regarding a
law of Biblical origin). That is, since we are unsure if the
obligation extends twelve or thirteen months, we err on the
side of caution and adopt the stringent view (requiring the
chassan to observe a full thirteen months).
R’ Yeruchem Olshin contends that the issue may be
somewhat more complex. As we shall see, the standard
rule of safek d’Oraysah l’chumrah (we adopt stringency
regarding a question of Biblical Law) may not be entirely
applicable in this case.

What Kind of Mitzvah...
It is edifying to examine the essence of this mitzvah: why,
exactly, is the chassan enjoined to remain in close proximity
to his wife for an entire year? Perhaps a better formulation
of the question would be to ask: whose din (right) is it to
“demand” that he stay put for this duration?
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