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Looking Down and
Looking Up
Yeshivos need help. This is not meant as an appeal, but
merely a statement of fact (although, for any who do extend
help, we say: tavo alav berachah [let a blessing fall on his
head]). And it’s nothing new. For years, many of even the
greatest Torah institutions have contended with a massive
financial struggle to survive. R’ Baruch Ber Leibowitz, R’
Elchanan Wasserman and R’ Shimon Shkop are just a few of
the legendary figures who were forced to take leave of their
beloved institutions for extended fundraising trips to rescue
their yeshivos from dire straits.

would stand below, in the center. The Kohanim surrounded
the Aron, the Leviim surrounded the Kohanim, and the
rest of Yisrael stood on either side... They (the assemblage
in the center) turned their faces toward Mt. Gerizim and
commenced with a blessing: ‘Blessed is the man who does
not fashion an idol or molten image,’ and the congregation
on either side would answer, ‘Amen!’ They (the middle
assemblage) would then turn their faces toward Mt. Eival
and commence with a curse: ‘Cursed is the man who
fashions an idol or molten image’ (Devarim 27:15), and the
congregation on either side would answer, ‘Amen!’ (The
procedure would continue as such) until they completed all
of the blessings and curses (listed in ch. 27 of Devarim).”

Why this phenomenon seems to be such a steadfast fact
of life is actually a matter of considerable depth. There is
much insight we may glean from the section of curses and
blessings in this week’s parshah, which contains a parallel
situation of sorts:

The key players in this elaborate ceremony seem to be the
cohort of Kohanim and Leviim. While the tribes stood on
the mountains’ peaks, the ground-dwellers below recited the
actual blessings. The welfare of the entire nation was thus
dependant on their pronouncements.

The Mountains and the Valley

R’ Moshe Shternbuch (Ta’am Vada’as) points out the
apparent irony of this situation. The Leviim do not receive
an inheritance in the Land, as Eretz Yisrael is apportioned
amongst the other tribes. From a purely materialistic
standpoint, it certainly seems that the tribes are much better
off. They are wealthy landholders, laden with abundant
possessions, with the luxury to revel “each man under his
grape vine and under his fig tree” (Melachim I 5:5). The
Levite family, on the other hand, is totally preoccupied
with the Divine Temple Service and lacks agricultural
opportunity or the ability to achieve real material success.
Their livelihood is much at the mercy of others, as they
depend on the special gifts and donations of the people.
The arrangement of this ceremony even seems to bear out
the contrast in status; the “well-to-do” tribes are situated

The setting for the pronouncement of these utterances was
the area of Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Eival, as the verses state
(Devarim 27:12-14): “The following (tribes) shall stand on
Mt. Gerizim to bless the nation... Shimon, Levi, Yehudah,
Yissachar, Yosef and Binyamin. And the following shall
stand on Mt. Eival (to preside) over the curses: Reuvein,
Gad, Asher, Zevulun, Dan and Naftali. And the Leviim shall
answer and say to every man of Yisrael, in a raised voice...”
The Mishnah in Sotah (7:5) provides more details of the
workings of this great spectacle:
“Six tribes ascended to the summit of Mt. Gerizim, and
six tribes ascended to the summit of Mt. Eival, while the
Kohanim and the Leviim, as well as the Aron (Holy Ark)
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For background purposes, we present here a brief
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation
are mentioned:

Siyum Mishnayos...

on time.

Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam
[sea]).
Day
#3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
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Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon,
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Day
#5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea.
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Day
#6: Animals and man.
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Staying Humble

The precarious financial situation of the yeshivos and the
Torah scholars who inhabit them can be better understood
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