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A Matter of Perspective

This week’s parshah contains that classic credo, which
is considered an encapsulation of the entire Torah —
“Love your neighbor as yourself” (Vayikra 19:18 with
Rashi, Sifsei Chachamim; cf. Shabbos 31a). The extent
and parameters of the “as yourself” aspect of this
commandment are spelled out by the Sefer Chareidim in
his description of this mitzvah:
“One must relate his fellow’s praise and be as careful
with his possessions as he is with his own; he should be
desirous that his friend’s prestige be preserved as much as
his own; he should display as much love and compassion
for his fellow as he does for himself; he should seek out
his welfare and rejoice when he achieves happiness and
be pained by his troubles..” (Sefer Chareidim 9:24).
The Satmar Rav was an individual who excelled in this
trait to a most remarkable degree. It once happened that
— at a time when his main attendant was temporarily
out of the house — a certain man came calling on the
Rebbe. The visitor began unfolding his tale of woe: his
wife was seriously ill, his children were handicapped,
and he was therefore reeling under the burden of
crushing medical expenses. The Rebbe was so moved
by the petitioner’s story that tears sprang to his eyes. He
immediately took all of the money in his possession and
gave it to the unfortunate man. In order to increase the
size of the donation even further, he took loans from the
other people then in attendance and presented this gift to
the supplicant.
Later on, the Rebbe’s main assistant returned to the
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house and was briefed on the occurrence. With no small
measure of consternation, he turned to the Rebbe to relate
some pertinent information. “You should know,” he told
the Rebbe, “that this man is a practiced trickster and has
deceived you as well. In truth, his wife and children are
perfectly healthy and are quite comfortable.”
We can only imagine what the reaction would have
been had such fraud been perpetrated on the likes of you
or me. But the Rebbe’s response to the situation was
quite revealing. Upon hearing the news, his demeanor
underwent an immediate transformation — from one
of great pain and empathy to one of pure joy. “Oh, that
is indeed great news!” he exclaimed. “You don’t know
how upset I was to hear that his family was not well. I
am so glad that they are alright!” (Bemechitzasam, vol.
III, p. 242-3).
“And he should... rejoice when he achieves happiness,
and be pained by his troubles...”

Interrelationship of Patience and
Respect
How was the Satmar Rav able to achieve such a level
of empathy? He was so relieved to hear that his fellow’s
welfare was intact that he was effectively impervious to
the wrongdoing accorded him by that same individual!
The key to the Rebbe’s mastery in this area may be found
in the following Mishnah (Avos 2:10), which states:
 ְו ַאל, ְי ִהי ְכבֹוד ֲח ֵב ָרְך ָח ִביב ָע ֶליָך ְּכ ֶׁש ָּלְך,אֹומר
ֵ
יעזֶר
ֶ א ִל
ֱ ַר ִּבי
.נֹוח ִל ְכעֹוס
ַ ְּת ִהי

“R’ Eliezer says: Your friend’s honor should be as dear to
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