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Parshas Mishpatim 5772

Pilgrimage, Testimony,
and Writs of Divorce
Aliyah l’regel (pilgrimage) is one of the mitzvos delineated
in this week’s parshah (Shemos 23:17). Visitation to the
Temple is required for the year’s three pilgrimage festivals.
One unique opinion regarding this requirement is the view
expressed by Tosafos (Pesachim 3b, s.v. mei’eilehah). The
obligation, they maintain, applies only to residents of Eretz
Yisrael (henceforth to be rendered “E.Y.”); those who live
outside the Land are exempt. Apparently, this stance is
quite novel, leaving the commentators in a state of some
wonderment. “I have no knowledge of the basis for this
opinion,” states the Mishneh L’melech (Hilchos Korban
Pesach, 1:1).
The Cheishek Shlomoh (Gittin 4b) suggests that Tosafos’
source is rooted in a well-known but seemingly unrelated
sugya (Gemara topic). A full appreciation of his words
necessitates a slight detour into the thick of one of the classic
and extensive Talmudic disputes.

Gittin 101 (L’havdil)
Tractate Gittin begins with the laws governing the delivery
of a get (bill of divorce) sent by the husband to the wife
through the offices of an agent. The opening Mishnah
informs us that – depending on the point of origin – the
agent who delivers the get must render certain testimony
regarding the document upon its presentation. The Mishnah
states (Gittin 1:1):
...ֶח ָּתם
ְ ּוב ָפנַי נ
ְ ֹאמר ְּב ָפנַי נִ ְכ ַּתב
ַ  ָצ ִריְך ֶׁשּי,ַה ֵּמ ִביא גֵט ִמ ְּמ ִדינַת ַהּיָם
ּוב ָפנַי
ְ ֹאמר ְּב ָפנַי נִ ְכ ַּתב
ַ  ָצ ִריְך ֶׁשּי,וְ ַה ֵּמ ִביא ִמ ְּמ ִדינָה ִל ְמ ִדינָה ִּב ְמ ִדינַת ַהּיָם
.ֶח ָּתם
ְנ
“(An agent) who brings a get from a foreign land must attest
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(to its veracity by stating the following): ‘(This get) was
written and signed in my presence.’... (Likewise, an agent)
who brings a get from one district to another district (all
outside the borders of E.Y.) must state: ‘(This get) was
written and signed in my presence.’”
What exactly is the agent testifying about? The nature of
this testimony is precisely the subject of the monumental
dispute between Rabbah and Rava (Gittin 2b). According
to Rabbah, at issue is the foreigners’ lack of proficiency in
the laws pertaining to the writing of a get. As such, there is
a concern that certain basic requirements were not properly
adhered to in the production of the document, effectively
disqualifying the get. Thus, the agent who brings a get that
originated from outside of E.Y. must testify that he personally
witnessed the writing and that the essential guidelines were
indeed followed.
Rava disagrees. He was not concerned with the foreigners’
level of scholarship in comparison to their Israeli
counterparts. Rather, he focuses on the possibility of forgery;
how can we be sure that the signatures are “legit”? Had the
delivery of the get been a local affair, there would be no
cause for worry. If an irate husband would challenge the
get’s veracity, the signatures could easily be verified. Since
everyone in the region knows everyone else, the signatories’
handwriting is presumably familiar to many; someone will
surely come forward, recognize the signatures and establish
their legitimacy. But when the get originates from a far-away
location – whose residents are unfamiliar to the locals – how
are we to verify the signatures? This, according to Rava, is
the gist of the agent’s testimony. Upon delivering a get from
a foreign land, he attests that he personally witnessed the
signing and that the signatures that appear on the document
were placed there by their actual namesakes.
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topic, a point to consider would be the various forms of
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