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Ad D’lo Yada Revisited
An Incomplete Package
In this week’s parshah, which details the contributions
provided by B’nei Yisrael toward the construction of the
Mishkan (Tabernacle) and its accoutrements, the gift of
gems submitted by the nesi’im (tribal chiefs) is recorded in
a curious way. The verse states: ַאבנֵי ַהשּׁ ַֹהם
ְ וְ ַהנְּ ִשׂ ִאם ֵה ִביאוּ ֵאת
ֻאים
ִ ַאבנֵי ַה ִמּלּ
ְ “ וְ ֵאתand the nesi’im brought the onyx stones
and the filling-stones...” (Shemos 35:27). The unusual aspect
of this passage is the incomplete spelling of their name,
which appears here to be missing the letter “yud.” Rashi
explains that the incomplete rendering of their title alludes to
the nature of their donation. When the call for contributions
was issued, the nesi’im made a collective determination:
they would wait and see what the Jewish people would
donate, and then – in the end – the nesi’im would provide
whatever had not yet been given. The Torah considered such
an offer to be somewhat lacking and reflected this sentiment
by punctuating their deed with an incomplete title.
Many commentators, however, struggle with this notion;
after all, they assert, the nesi’im’s plan does appear to be
sensible. What exactly is wrong with a pledge to make up
the shortfall of the communal contributions?
Perhaps the following teaching of Chazal may shed some
light on the issue. Referring to a related mitzvah involving
contributions, the Mishnah in Avos (5:13) states:
 ֵעינֹו ָר ָעה,רֹוצה ֶׁשּיִ ֵּתן וְ ֹלא יִ ְּתנּו ֲא ֵח ִרים
ֶ  ָה:נֹותנֵי ְצ ָד ָקה
ְ ַאר ַּבע ִמּדֹות ְּב
ְ
 יִ ֵּתן וְ יִ ְּתנּו. ֵעינֹו ָר ָעה ְב ֶׁשּלֹו, יִ ְּתנּו ֲא ֵח ִרים וְ הּוא ֹלא יִ ֵּתן.ְּב ֶׁשל ֲא ֵח ִרים
. ָר ָׁשע, ֹלא יִ ֵּתן וְ ֹלא יִ ְּתנּו ֲא ֵח ִרים. ָח ִסיד,ֲא ֵח ִרים
“There are four (varying) characteristics amongst dispensers
of charity. One who desires that:

לזכר נשמת ברוך בן משה ע"ה

1) he himself should give, but not others – such a person
displays a grudging eye toward others’ possessions; 2)
others should give, while he should not – (such a person) is
stingy with his own resources; 3) he should give, as well as
others – this is a pious individual; 4) neither he nor others
should give – this is (the mark of) a wicked man.”
While the entirety of this Mishnah is deserving of analysis,
we focus here, for our purposes, on the second item: “Others
should give, while he should not.” How, exactly, does this
aspect fit in over here? Our Mishnah details the attitudes of
those who dispense charity, while this individual appears
not to give at all! He just wants other people to do all of the
giving!

A Matter of Attitude
The Medrash Shmuel explains that this, in fact, is not the
case; the subject of the Mishnah’s second item is also a
contributor to tzedakah. To be read properly, the Mishnah’s
opening phrase of “one who desires that...” refers to all
aspects of the listed items. In other words, this individual’s
lack of giving reflects only his desire: he wishes that he
would not have to give but ends up giving anyway. That is,
he hopes that others would do all of the giving so that his
contributions will be unnecessary. Alas, the needy still come
to his door, and he begrudgingly opens his wallet.
Perhaps this attitude could account for the Torah’s treatment
of the nesi’im’s gift in this week’s parshah, as well. These
were noble and upstanding people, and their deeds, overall,
were of extremely high caliber. To some extent, though,
the Torah identified a trace of deficiency in this particular
instance. While the idea to make up the shortfall appears
grounded, it does seem somewhat reminiscent of the attitude
eschewed by the Mishnah in Avos. The insinuation of such a
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