Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit of

Shmuel ben Chaim a”h
a fellow Jew who passed away with no relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah

On the Run

PARSHAS KI SAVO 5776

Har Gerizim and Har Eival were two mountains in Eretz Yisrael that figure prominently in
this week’s parshah. These were the mountains upon which the blessings and curses were to
be pronounced. As the Torah records: ֵאלֶּה יַעַ ְמדוּ לְ בָ ֵרְך ֶאת־הָ עָ ם עַ ל־הַ ר גְּ ִרזִּ ים בְּ עָ בְ ְרכֶ ם
... וְ ֵא ֶלּה יַעַ ְמדוּ עַ ל־הַ ְקּ ָל ָלה בְּ הַ ר עֵ יבָ ל...“ – ֶאת־הַ יּ ְַרדֵּ ןThe following (tribes) shall stand on Mt.
Gerizim to bless the nation when you cross the Yarden River... And the following shall stand
for the curses on Mt. Eival...” (Devarim 27:12).
Unlikely Locations
Also particular to this area was the erection of the stones upon which the words of the Torah
were inscribed. This took place following the deliverance of the blessings and curses, as
delineated in the Mishnah (Sotah 7:5):
 ִשׁשָּׁ ה ְשׁבָ ִטים עָ לוּ לְר ֹאשׁ הַ ר גְּ ִרזִּ ים וְ ִשׁשָּׁ ה...כֵּ יוָ ן שֶׁ עָ בְ רוּ י ְִשׂ ָר ֵאל ֶאת הַ יּ ְַרדֵּ ן וּבָ אוּ ֶאל הַ ר גְּ ִריזִּ ים וְ ֶאל הַ ר עֵ יבָ ל
ֵיהֶ ם כְּ ַל ֵפּי הַ ר גְּ ִרזִּ ים ְ הָ פְ כוּ פ...עוֹמ ִדים לְמַ טָּ ה בָ ֶא ְמצַ ע
ְ ִ ים וְ הַ לְוִ ִיּם וְ הָ ָארוֹן ֲ וְ הַ כֹּה,ְשׁבָ ִטים עָ לוּ לְר ֹאשׁ הַ ר עֵ יבָ ל
ֵיהֶ ם כְּ לַ פֵּי הַ ר עֵ יבָ ל וּפ ְָתחוּ בַ ְקּ ָללָ ה ָארוּר ְ הָ פְ כוּ פ... בָּ רוְּך הָ ִאישׁ אֲ שֶׁ ר ל ֹא ַיעֲשֶׂ ה פֶסֶ ל וּמַ סֵּ כָה,וּפָתחוּ בַ בְּ ָרכָה
ְ
ַוּ ֶאת הַ ִמּזְ בֵּ ח ִָ ים וּב ָ וְ ַאחַ ר כְָּך הֵ בִ יאוּ ֶאת הָ אֲ ב.וּק ָללוֹת
ְ גּוֹמ ִרין בְּ ָרכוֹת
ְ ֶ עַ ד שׁ...הָ ִאישׁ אֲ שֶׁ ר ַיעֲשֶׂ ה פֶסֶ ל וּמַ סֵּ כָ ה
. שֶׁ נֶּאֱ מַ ר )שם( בַּ ֵאר הֵ יטֵ ב,תּוֹרה בְּ ִשׁבְ עִ ים לָ שׁוֹן
ָ ַ וְ כ ְָתבוּ עָ ָליו ֶאת ָכּל ִדּבְ ֵרי ה,וְ סָ דוּהוּ בַּ ִסּיד
“Once Yisrael crossed over the Yarden and arrived at Har Gerizim and Har Eival... Six tribes
ascended to the summit of Har Gerizim, and six tribes ascended to the summit of Har Eival,
with the Kohanim, Levi’im, and the (Holy) Ark standing below in the middle... They turned
their faces toward Har Gerizim and opened with the blessing: ‘Blessed is the man who has
made no idol or molten image’... They then turned their faces toward Har Eival and opened
with the curse: ‘Cursed is the man who has made an idol or molten image’ (Devarim 27:15)..
(The ceremony thus continued) until they completed the (recitation of all the) blessings and
curses. Afterward, they brought the stones, erected the altar, applied plaster and wrote upon it
all the words of the Torah in seventy languages, as it states (ibid. v. 8): ‘(And you shall
inscribe on the stones all the words of this Torah) with great clarity.’”
It is the precise location of this latter aspect that presents a bit of puzzlement, however.
Dealing as we are with the presentation of the Torah, one would have expected that this would
take place on Har Gerizim, the mountain designated for blessing. Alas, Rashi (Sotah 35b)
informs us that the opposite is the case, as the stones were actually erected on Har Eival.
Why, indeed, was the presentation of the Torah relegated to the mountain of curses?
Seemingly compounding the issue is the fact that there was another instance of inscribing the
Torah on stones, this one occurring prior to the deliverance of the blessings and curses on the
mountains. Here, again, the location chosen for this event is quite noteworthy; according to
the Malbim (Devarim 27:3), it actually took place while Yisrael was in the middle of crossing
the Yardein! Now, as R’ Meir Tzvi Bergman (son-in-law of R’ Shach) points out, they were
at this moment in quite a precarious situation. The waters, of course, had split, allowing the
nation to traverse the dry riverbed. Nonetheless, the Gemara relates (Sotah 34a) that the wall
formed by the parted waters was continually on the rise, eventually reaching a height upwards

of 200 miles! Thus, it was with this looming threat of an imminent collapse of the waters that
Yisrael was tasked with inscribing the Torah on the stones.
To sum up, then, we have two instances – on either side of the deliverance of the blessings
and curses – during which Yisrael was to involve themselves in inscribing the Torah. One of
these took place under the shadow of a mounting wall of water, the other on the mountain
designated for delivering curses. What could account for such choices of venue, whereby the
Torah was transmitted under such dark and difficult conditions?
Torah under Duress
R’ Bergman understands that a vital lesson is being imparted here regarding Torah
acquisition. Of course, one should not specifically seek out trying circumstances under which
to study and master Torah. The message of the parshah, however, is that one should certainly
not abandon the effort should such circumstances arise. On the contrary – one who learns
Torah under duress may attain more success than he would have under more tranquil
conditions. Shlomo Hamelech declares: “ – ַאף חָ כְ מָ ִתי עָ ְמדָ ה לִּיEven my wisdom has stood by
me” (Koheles 2:9). The Rambam expounds this statement as relating to Torah learned under
conditions of “af,” which could refer also to tribulation: “ – חָ כְ מָ ה שֶׁ לָמַ ְד ִתּי בּ ְַאף ִהיא עָ ְמדָ ה לִּיIt
is wisdom I studied during (periods of) ‘af’ that has stood by me” (Hilchos Talmud Torah
3:12).
This idea is dramatically illustrated by an incident involving the Shach, one of the most
venerated halachic commentators of all time. As is well known, he endured the persecutions
of “Tach v’Tat” (taking place in the years  – ת"ח ות"ט5408-09 [1648-49]), one of the few to
escape the Cossacks’ sword. In fact, the Shach includes in one of his response a remark that it
was written while fleeing the marauders.
Apparently, the story behind that comment involved the Shach’s rebbi, the legendery R’
Heshel. R’ Heshel had been travelling in a wagon, and his disciple, traversing on foot
alongside, asked the sage to look over the responsa he had just penned. In the middle of his
perusal, however, the call suddenly came forth that the Cossacks had been spotted and were
on their way.
Responding to the alarm, the party immediately set off. As there was no room in the wagon
for the Shach, he continued on foot behind the wagon. And this was the scene. R’ Heshel
continued to study the words of Torah of his beloved disciple, with the Shach eagerly
awaiting his master’s approbation. All the while, they hurried along to reach safety.
Finally, with the urgency of the moment mounting, R’ Heshel completed his review, noted his
approval to the Shach, tossed the paper back to his disciple – and the rest is history (Sha’arei
Orah, parshas Nasso).
Mishnas Chayim is brought to you by Chevrah Lomdei Mishnah, a network of Torah
scholars dedicated to bringing the merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public.
Encompassing Mishnah, Gemara, and variety of other services, Chevrah Lomdei Mishnah
primarily assists mourners interested in acquiring the merit of Torah study for their loved
ones. Contact us at 732-364-7029 or at www.ChevrahLomdeiMishnah.org.

